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Scholars working at the intersection of African-American history and the history of technology are
redefining the idea of technology to include the work of the skilled artisan and the ingenuity of the self-
taught inventor. Although denied access through most of American history to many new technologies and to
the privileged education of the engineer, African-Americans have been engaged with arange of
technologies, as makers and as users, since the colonial era. A Hammer in Their Hands (the title comes from
the famous song about John Henry, "the steel-driving man" who beat the steam drill) collects newspaper and
magazine articles, advertisements for runaway slaves, letters, folklore, excerpts from biography and fiction,
legal patents, protest pamphlets, and other primary sources to document the technological achievements of
African-Americans.Included in this rich and varied collection are aletter from Cotton Mather describing an
early method of smallpox inoculation brought from Africa by a slave; selections from Frederick Douglass's
autobiography and Uncle Tom's Cabin; the Confederate Patent Act, which barred slaves from holding
patents; articles from 1904 by Booker T. Washington and W. E. B. DuBais, debating the issue of industrial
education for African-Americans; a 1924 article from Negro World, "Automobiles and Jim Crow
Regulations'; a photograph of an all-black World War 11 combat squadron; and a 1998 presidential executive
order on environmental justice. A Hammer in Their Hands and its companion volume of essays, Technology
and the African-American Experience (MIT Press, 2004) will be essential references in an emerging area of
study.
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From reader reviews:
James Fletcher:

Baook isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. Aswe know that book is very important for people. The book A Hammer in Their Hands: A
Documentary History of Technology and the African-American Experience (MIT Press) seemed to be
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter
what advantages for you. The publication A Hammer in Their Hands: A Documentary History of
Technology and the African-American Experience (MIT Press) is hot only giving you alot more new
information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to
read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book A Hammer in Their Hands: A Documentary
History of Technology and the African-American Experience (MIT Press). Y ou never experience lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Melanie Finnegan:

The guide with title A Hammer in Their Hands: A Documentary History of Technology and the African-
American Experience (MIT Press) includes alot of information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot
of benefit after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world now. That isimportant to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement
of theworld. Thiskind of book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book
on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Alma Brady:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as
in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be A Hammer in Their Hands: A Documentary History of
Technology and the African-American Experience (MIT Press) why because the amazing cover that make
you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as
the outside or cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Edward Reed:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like A Hammer in Their Hands: A
Documentary History of Technology and the African-American Experience (MIT Press) which isfinding the
e-book version. So, why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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