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Seminar paper from the year 2002 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1.3 (A), Bielefeld
University (Faculty for Literature Science and Linguistics), course: Seminar: American Literature and
Culture, 1800-1865, 9 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Supernatural elements as a
part of literature and art are nowadays very popular. There are different authors like Wolfgang Hohlbein
taking up this topic in German literature as well. The short stories "Rip van Winkle" and "The Legend of
Sleepy Hollow" which were published in 1820, experienced their renaissance in cinema over the past few
years. In 1999 the American director Tim Burton, known for his interest in fantastic stories, used "The
Legend of Sleepy Hollow" as a model for his movie simply called Sleepy Hollow.

For this term paper it is necessary to take a look at Washington Irving as a romantic writer to understand his
works in a wider context. Irving combined European and American aspects of romanticism. The political
situation of the U.S.A. around 1800 is also important, because in his works Irving refers to it again and
again. He tried to resolve the American identity crisis through his fiction. Furthermore I would like to
examine closely what is supernatural about the stories mentioned and I will compare the supernatural
elements of the stories. I would like to find out, if there is any difference in Washington Irving′s use of the
supernatural elements and in which way these possible differences influence the plots of the stories. Before
that is possible, at first the phenomenon of "The Supernatural" has to be defined and the differences between
similar phenomena like "The Fantastic" and "The Miraculous" have to be pointed out carefully. Chapter four
serves this purpose. The knowledge about "The Supernatural" can then be transferred on the analysis and the
comparison in chapters five and six.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Smith:

The book Comparison of the supernatural elements in Washington Irving's short stories can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
great thing like a book Comparison of the supernatural elements in Washington Irving's short stories? A few
of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Comparison of the supernatural elements
in Washington Irving's short stories has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for
you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Janet Roldan:

This Comparison of the supernatural elements in Washington Irving's short stories book is not really
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Comparison of the supernatural elements in
Washington Irving's short stories without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Comparison of the supernatural elements in Washington Irving's
short stories can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you
can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Comparison of the supernatural elements in
Washington Irving's short stories having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Jennifer Oaks:

Here thing why this specific Comparison of the supernatural elements in Washington Irving's short stories
are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content of it
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Comparison of the supernatural elements in
Washington Irving's short stories giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no book that similar with Comparison of the supernatural elements in
Washington Irving's short stories. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about
the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the published book maybe the form of Comparison of the supernatural elements in Washington
Irving's short stories in e-book can be your substitute.

Jay Blanchard:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that



usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Comparison of the supernatural
elements in Washington Irving's short stories, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need
to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it,
oh come on its identified as reading friends.
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