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Unlike any other species, humans can learn and use language. This book explains how the brain evolved to
make language possible, through what Michael Arbib calls the Mirror System Hypothesis. Because of mirror
neurons, monkeys, chimps, and humans can learn by imitation, but only "complex imitation," which humans
exhibit, is powerful enough to support the breakthrough to language. This theory provides a path from the
openness of manual gesture, which we share with nonhuman primates, through the complex imitation of
manual skills, pantomime, protosign (communication based on conventionalized manual gestures), and
finally to protospeech. The theory explains why we humans are as capable of learning sign languages as we
are of learning to speak. This fascinating book shows how cultural evolution took over from biological
evolution for the transition from protolanguage to fully fledged languages. The author explains how the brain
mechanisms that made the original emergence of languages possible, perhaps 100,000 years ago, are still
operative today in the way children acquire language, in the way that new sign languages have emerged in
recent decades, and in the historical processes of language change on a time scale from decades to centuries.
Though the subject is complex, this book is highly readable, providing all the necessary background in
primatology, neuroscience, and linguistics to make the book accessible to a general audience.
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From reader reviews:

Jonah Masten:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book How the Brain Got Language: The Mirror
System Hypothesis (Studies in the Evolution of Language). You can choose the best book if you like reading
a book. So long as we know about how is important the book How the Brain Got Language: The Mirror
System Hypothesis (Studies in the Evolution of Language). You can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful
thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is
called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Ramona Johnson:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this How the Brain Got
Language: The Mirror System Hypothesis (Studies in the Evolution of Language).

Johnny Rogowski:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This How the Brain Got Language: The Mirror
System Hypothesis (Studies in the Evolution of Language) can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book
you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Anne Shibata:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when they get
a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book How the Brain Got Language: The Mirror System
Hypothesis (Studies in the Evolution of Language) to make your own reading is interesting. Your current
skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to
make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be initial
opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book How the Brain Got Language:
The Mirror System Hypothesis (Studies in the Evolution of Language) can to be your friend when you're
really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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