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While the practice of surrogacy has existed for millennia, new fertility technologies have allowed women to
act as gestational surrogates, carrying children that are not genetically their own. While some women
volunteer to act as gestational surrogates for friends or family members, others get paid for performing this
service. The first ethnographic study of gestational surrogacy in the United States, Labor of Love examines
the conflicted attitudes that emerge when the ostensibly priceless act of bringing a child into the world
becomes a paid occupation.  
 
Heather Jacobson interviews not only surrogate mothers, but also their family members, the intended parents
who employ surrogates, and the various professionals who work to facilitate the process. Seeking to
understand how gestational surrogates perceive their vocation, she discovers that many regard surrogacy as a
calling, but are reluctant to describe it as a job. In the process, Jacobson dissects the complex set of social
attitudes underlying this resistance toward conceiving of pregnancy as a form of employment. 
 
Through her extensive field research, Jacobson gives readers a firsthand look at the many challenges faced
by gestational surrogates, who deal with complicated medical procedures, delicate work-family balances, and
tricky social dynamics. Yet Labor of Love also demonstrates the extent to which advances in reproductive
technology are affecting all Americans, changing how we think about maternity, family, and the labor
involved in giving birth. 

For more, visit http://www.heatherjacobsononline.com/
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Nixon:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Labor of Love: Gestational
Surrogacy and the Work of Making Babies (Families in Focus). All type of book can you see on many
resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Ronald Adams:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for people. The book Labor of Love: Gestational Surrogacy and the
Work of Making Babies (Families in Focus) had been making you to know about other expertise and of
course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Labor of
Love: Gestational Surrogacy and the Work of Making Babies (Families in Focus) is not only giving you a lot
more new information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal
spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Labor of Love: Gestational
Surrogacy and the Work of Making Babies (Families in Focus). You never sense lose out for everything in
case you read some books.

Samuel Lashley:

This Labor of Love: Gestational Surrogacy and the Work of Making Babies (Families in Focus) tend to be
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Labor of Love:
Gestational Surrogacy and the Work of Making Babies (Families in Focus) can be among the great books
you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with
information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Labor of
Love: Gestational Surrogacy and the Work of Making Babies (Families in Focus) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Clarence McKeever:

Beside this Labor of Love: Gestational Surrogacy and the Work of Making Babies (Families in Focus) in
your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live
in narrow community. It is good thing to have Labor of Love: Gestational Surrogacy and the Work of
Making Babies (Families in Focus) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you



occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you
have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from now!
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