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National Abjection explores the vexed relationship between "Asian Americanness" and "Americanness”
through a focus on drama and performance art. Karen Shimakawa argues that the forms of Asian
Americanness that appear in U.S. culture are a function of national abjection—a process that demands that
Americanness be defined by the exclusion of Asian Americans, who are either cast as symbolic foreigners
incapable of integration or Americanization or distorted into an “honorary” whiteness. She examines how
Asian Americans become culturally visible on and off stage, revealing the ways Asian American theater
companies and artists respond to the cultural implications of this abjection.

Shimakawa looks at the origins of Asian American theater, particularly through the memories of some of its
pioneers. Her examination of the emergence of Asian American theater companies illuminates their
strategies for countering the stereotypes of Asian Americans and the lack of visibility of Asian American
performers within the theater world. She shows how some plays—Wakako Yamauchi’s 12-1-A, Frank
Chin’s Chickencoop Chinaman, and The Year of the Dragon—have both directly and indirectly addressed
the displacement of Asian Americans. She analyzes works attempting to negate the process of
abjection—such as the 1988 Broadway production of M. Butterfly as well as Miss Saigon, a mainstream
production that enacted the process of cultural displacement both onstage and off. Finally, Shimakawa
considers Asian Americanness in the context of globalization by meditating on the work of Ping Chong,
particularly his East-West Quartet.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Burroughs:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book National Abjection: The Asian
American Body Onstage. All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Vickie Hintz:

The publication with title National Abjection: The Asian American Body Onstage includes a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That
is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in
new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Myrtle Hamer:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love National Abjection: The Asian
American Body Onstage, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Kevin Shepherd:

National Abjection: The Asian American Body Onstage can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing National Abjection: The Asian
American Body Onstage nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may
drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.
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