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"No mathematician can be a complete mathematician unless he is also something of a poet." — K.
Weierstrass
In this lively and stimulating account, noted mathematician and educator W. W. Sawyer (Professor Emeritus,
University of Toronto) defines mathematics as "the classification and study of all possible patterns." It is a
broad definition, but one that seems appropriate to the great scope and depth of the topic. Indeed,
mathematics seems to have few boundaries, either in applications to practical matters or in its mind-
stretching excursions into realms of pure abstraction.
Gearing his approach to the layman whose grasp of things mathematical may be a bit precarious, Professor
Sawyer offers a lucid, accessible introduction to the mathematician's cast of mind. Five well-written
preliminary chapters explore the beauty, power and mysticism of mathematics; the role of math as an adjunct
in utilitarian matters; and the concepts of pattern, generalization and unification as both tools and goals of
mathematical thought.
After developing this conceptual groundwork, the author goes on to treat of more advanced topics: non-
Euclidean geometry, matrices, projective geometry, determinants, transformations and group theory. The
emphasis here is not on mathematics with great practical utility, but on those branches which are exciting in
themselves — mathematics which offers the strange, the novel, the apparently impossible — for example, an
arithmetic in which no number is larger than four.
Mathematicians will appreciate the author's grasp of a wide range of important mathematical topics, and his
ability to illuminate the complex issues involved; laymen, especially those with a minimal math background,
will appreciate the accessibility of much of the book, which affords not only a portrait of mathematics as a
matchless tool for probing the nature of the universe, but a revealing glimpse of that mysterious entity called
"the mathematical mind." Professor Sawyer has further enhanced this new Dover edition with updated
material on group theory, appearing here in English for the first time.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Parker:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Prelude to Mathematics (Dover Books
on Mathematics) reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Prelude to Mathematics
(Dover Books on Mathematics) as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one
e-book that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening
to yet another sixth sense.

Judith Cole:

This Prelude to Mathematics (Dover Books on Mathematics) is great e-book for you because the content that
is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can
declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Prelude to Mathematics (Dover Books on Mathematics) in your hand like keeping the
world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world
within ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr.
and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Mary May:

This Prelude to Mathematics (Dover Books on Mathematics) is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity
to look for some information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Prelude to
Mathematics (Dover Books on Mathematics) can be the light food for yourself because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form
make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-
book variety for your better life and also knowledge.

Scott Hicks:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right



now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Prelude to Mathematics (Dover Books on Mathematics) can make you
experience more interested to read.
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