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When the United States entered the Gilded Age after the Civil War, argues cultural historian Christopher
Benfey, the nation lost its philosophical moorings and looked eastward to “Old Japan,” with its seemingly
untouched indigenous culture, for balance and perspective. Japan, meanwhile, was trying to reinvent itself as
a more cosmopolitan, modern state, ultimately transforming itself, in the course of twenty-five years, from a
feudal backwater to an international power. This great wave of historical and cultural reciprocity between the
two young nations, which intensified during the late 1800s, brought with it some larger-than-life
personalities, as the lure of unknown foreign cultures prompted pilgrimages back and forth across the
Pacific.

In The Great Wave, Benfey tells the story of the tightly knit group of nineteenth-century
travelers—connoisseurs, collectors, and scientists—who dedicated themselves to exploring and preserving
Old Japan. As Benfey writes, “A sense of urgency impelled them, for they were convinced—Darwinians that
they were—that their quarry was on the verge of extinction.”

These travelers include Herman Melville, whose Pequod is “shadowed by hostile and mysterious Japan”; the
historian Henry Adams and the artist John La Farge, who go to Japan on an art-collecting trip and find exotic
adventures; Lafcadio Hearn, who marries a samurai’s daughter and becomes Japan’s preeminent spokesman
in the West; Mabel Loomis Todd, the first woman to climb Mt. Fuji; Edward Sylvester Morse, who becomes
the world’s leading expert on both Japanese marine life and Japanese architecture; the astronomer Percival
Lowell, who spends ten years in the East and writes seminal works on Japanese culture before turning his
restless attention to life on Mars; and President (and judo enthusiast) Theodore Roosevelt. As well, we learn
of famous Easterners come West, including Kakuzo Okakura, whose The Book of Tea became a cult
favorite, and Shuzo Kuki, a leading philosopher of his time, who studied with Heidegger and tutored Sartre.

Finally, as Benfey writes, his meditation on cultural identity “seeks to capture a shared mood in both the
Gilded Age and the Meiji Era, amid superficial promise and prosperity, of an overmastering sense of
precariousness and impending peril.”

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon McMichael:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Great Wave: Gilded
Age Misfits, Japanese Eccentrics, and the Opening of Old Japan. All type of book are you able to see on
many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Charles Adams:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just
their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need that The Great Wave: Gilded Age Misfits, Japanese
Eccentrics, and the Opening of Old Japan to read.

Deanna Reed:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of
them is this The Great Wave: Gilded Age Misfits, Japanese Eccentrics, and the Opening of Old Japan.

Kathryn Hill:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book The Great Wave: Gilded Age Misfits, Japanese Eccentrics, and the Opening of Old
Japan was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to
get book you wanted.
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