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A riveting volume that paints politics and politicians in their true colours!

A candid, hard-hitting and incisive work that throws light on crucial events in post-independence India –
focusing on Punjab, Haryana and the Emergency – that had serious repercussions for the nation . . .

As a seasoned journalist, B. K. Chum, who was a witness to history-in-the-making for more than six
decades, has gone ‘behind closed doors’ to unearth secrets that politicians prefer to keep hidden.

Beginning with Punjab in the early 1950s, when the Akalis demanded a separate Punjabi-speaking state,
Chum recounts how the resultant turmoil led to the state being split on the basis of language. He moves on to
describe the terrorism years, which had disastrous consequences for the nation. In the process, he reveals
how an unholy nexus between the Congress leader Giani Zail Singh and the Sikh preacher-turned-extremist
Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale, to counter the Akalis, led to indiscriminate killings and widespread bloodshed
and also to the marginalization of the moderate Akalis such as Sant Harchand Singh Longowal, Parkash
Singh Badal and Surjit Singh Barnala. Chum details how the extremists took control of the Golden Temple at
Amritsar, necessitating Operation Bluestar, which resulted in the subsequent assassination of Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi. He details the efforts made to root out terrorism and how it was eventually wiped out after
Beant Singh, who took over as Punjab chief minister in February 1992, appointed K. P. S. Gill to tackle the
menace.

Coming to the sleazy politics of Haryana that gave the country’s political lexicon the term ‘Aya Ram Gaya
Ram’, Chum traces the vicissitudes of this state in the political sphere right from its coming into existence in
November 1966. He also provides fascinating sketches of some of the shrewdest politicians of the state such
as Bansi Lal, Devi Lal, Bhajan Lal, Om Prakash Chautala and Bhupinder Singh Hooda.

The author gives a round-up of the various developments in Punjab and Haryana in the 1990s and in the new
millennium, which include, apart from the positive aspects, shady land deals, money-related scams, sex
scandals and the pivotal role played by dynastic politics.

The author’s behind-the-scenes revelations of the murky goings-on during the Emergency make for
enthralling reading. He discloses how the main perpetrators of the Emergency – led by Sanjay Gandhi – were
planning to take over the country and run it according to their whims and fancies.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Day:

The book Behind Closed Doors: Politics of Punjab, Haryana and the Emergency make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a
book Behind Closed Doors: Politics of Punjab, Haryana and the Emergency to become your habit, you can
get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a e-book Behind Closed Doors: Politics of
Punjab, Haryana and the Emergency. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia
or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Philip Mejia:

This book untitled Behind Closed Doors: Politics of Punjab, Haryana and the Emergency to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it.
You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Violet Jarrell:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this
Behind Closed Doors: Politics of Punjab, Haryana and the Emergency.

Marian Knight:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to
fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should
read. If you want to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Behind Closed Doors: Politics of Punjab,
Haryana and the Emergency can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.
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