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Long before the age of "Big Data" or the rise of today's "self-quantifiers," American capitalism embraced
"risk"--and proceeded to number our days. Life insurers led the way, developing numerical practices for
measuring individuals and groups, predicting their fates, and intervening in their futures. Emanating from the
gilded boardrooms of Lower Manhattan and making their way into drawing rooms and tenement apartments
across the nation, these practices soon came to change the futures they purported to divine.

How Our Days Became Numbered tells a story of corporate culture remaking American culture--a story of
intellectuals and professionals in and around insurance companies who reimagined Americans' lives through
numbers and taught ordinary Americans to do the same. Making individuals statistical did not happen easily.
Legislative battles raged over the propriety of discriminating by race or of smoothing away the effects of
capitalism's fluctuations on individuals. Meanwhile, debates within companies set doctors against actuaries
and agents, resulting in elaborate, secretive systems of surveillance and calculation.

Dan Bouk reveals how, in a little over half a century, insurers laid the groundwork for the much-quantified,
risk-infused world that we live in today. To understand how the financial world shapes modern bodies, how
risk assessments can perpetuate inequalities of race or sex, and how the quantification and claims of risk on
each of us continue to grow, we must take seriously the history of those who view our lives as a series of
probabilities to be managed.
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From reader reviews:

Mitchell Diaz:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you will require this How Our Days Became Numbered: Risk and the Rise
of the Statistical Individual.

Traci Farris:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book How Our Days Became Numbered:
Risk and the Rise of the Statistical Individual will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading any book make
you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
suited book with you?

Beatrice Kennemer:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for us. The book How Our Days Became Numbered: Risk and the
Rise of the Statistical Individual ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course
you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book How Our Days Became
Numbered: Risk and the Rise of the Statistical Individual is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend
time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book How Our Days Became Numbered:
Risk and the Rise of the Statistical Individual. You never really feel lose out for everything when you read
some books.

Janice Garcia:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet.
Every year was exactly added. This book How Our Days Became Numbered: Risk and the Rise of the
Statistical Individual was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how
big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently,



many ways to get book which you wanted.
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