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Love—unconditional, selfless, unchanging, sincere, and totally accepting—is worshipped today as the
West's only universal religion. To challenge it is one of our few remaining taboos. In this pathbreaking and
superbly written book, philosopher Simon May does just that, dissecting our resilient ruling ideas of love and
showing how they are the product of a long and powerful cultural heritage.

Tracing over 2,500 years of human thought and history, May shows how our ideal of love developed from its
Hebraic and Greek origins alongside Christianity until, during the last two centuries, "God is love" became
"love is God"—so hubristic, so escapist, so untruthful to the real nature of love, that it has booby-trapped
relationships everywhere with deluded expectations. Brilliantly, May explores the very different
philosophers and writers, both skeptics and believers, who dared to think differently: from Aristotle's perfect
friendship and Ovid's celebration of sex and "the chase," to Rousseau's personal authenticity, Nietzsche's
affirmation, Freud's concepts of loss and mourning, and boredom in Proust. Against our belief that love is an
all-powerful solution to finding meaning, security, and happiness in life, May reveals with great clarity what
love actually is: the intense desire for someone whom we believe can ground and affirm our very existence.
The feeling that "makes the world go round" turns out to be a harbinger of home--and in that sense, of the
sacred.
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From reader reviews:

George Walker:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that reserve has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
are reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Love: A History.

Paul Quintana:

The guide with title Love: A History has lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of
benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new information the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement
of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own
smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Ronald Meyers:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This e-book Love: A History was filled in relation to science. Spend your
spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when
they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the
modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Steven Miller:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Love: A History can make you feel more interested to read.
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