
A Very Old Machine: The Many Origins of the
Cinema in India (SUNY series, Horizons of

Cinema)
Sudhir Mahadevan

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B01698RHCK
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B01698RHCK
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B01698RHCK


A Very Old Machine: The Many Origins of the Cinema in India
(SUNY series, Horizons of Cinema)

Sudhir Mahadevan

A Very Old Machine: The Many Origins of the Cinema in India (SUNY series, Horizons of Cinema)
Sudhir Mahadevan
Argues that Indian cinema’s deep nineteenth-century past continues to play a vital role in its twenty-first-
century present.

In A Very Old Machine, Sudhir Mahadevan shows how Indian cinema’s many origins in the technologies and
practices of the nineteenth century continue to play a vital and broad function in its twenty-first-century
present. He proposes that there has never been a singular cinema in India; rather, Indian cinema has been a
multifaceted phenomenon that was (and is) understood, experienced, and present in everyday life in myriad
ways. Employing methods of media archaeology, close textual analysis, archival research, and cultural
theory, Mahadevan digs into the history of photography, print media, practices of piracy and showmanship,
and contemporary everyday imaginations of the cinema to offer an understanding of how the cinema came to
be such a dominant force of culture in India. The result is an open-ended and innovative account of Indian
cinema’s “many origins.”

“Sudhir Mahadevan’s A Very Old Machine is a work of great theoretical sophistication and rigorous
historical scholarship. A revisionist and definitive treatment of early Indian film, the book shows how
prevailing attitudes toward technology, photography, empire, commodity, and mass culture made the cinema
a socially and culturally distinct form in India. Drawing on a wealth of primary research, A Very Old
Machine fills many gaps. Anyone who wants to know how Indian cinema became Indian will need to consult
this book.” — James Morrison, editor of Hollywood Reborn: Movie Stars of the 1970s

Sudhir Mahadevan is Associate Professor in the Department of Comparative Literature, Cinema and Media
at the University of Washington.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Branch:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but
if you want experience happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel.
Typically the A Very Old Machine: The Many Origins of the Cinema in India (SUNY series, Horizons of
Cinema) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Adam Blandford:

The book untitled A Very Old Machine: The Many Origins of the Cinema in India (SUNY series, Horizons
of Cinema) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language
is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book
was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. You can actually
read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-
site and order it. Have a nice read.

Eva Lynch:

You may spend your free time to study this book this publication. This A Very Old Machine: The Many
Origins of the Cinema in India (SUNY series, Horizons of Cinema) is simple bringing you can read it in the
park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed
book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your
smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Jessica Seymore:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the A Very Old Machine: The Many Origins of the Cinema in India (SUNY series, Horizons of
Cinema) when you required it?
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