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An exploration of the strange poetry of Dickens's imagination by leading academic and critic John Carey.

Setting aside the usual interpretations of Dickens's work, A Violent Effigy delves into the wonderful, terrible
fantasy world it inhabited. It shows Dickens torn between the appeal of violence and a fanatical orderliness:
he was attracted by characters who commit murder or burst into flame or want to eat one another, but also
required people soaped and regimented. The children he created were either the pious gnomes beloved of
Victorian readers or callous, sharp-nosed children who pick out adults by the odd personal atmospheres they
carry around. Among his females are mythic women whose insidious miniature weapons - needles, scissors -
threaten the dominant male. He created a shadow-land between life and death, peopled by effigies, walking
coffins, waxworks, stuffed creatures and disturbingly animated corpses.

John Carey skilfully shows how Dickens demolished Victorian shams, while keeping at bay the terrors of his
fantasy. He celebrates, above all, Dickens' peculiar genius for renewing the world by the curious lights he
saw in it.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Davis:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book The Violent Effigy: A Study of
Dickens' Imagination will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited
book with you?

Jean Ashburn:

The book with title The Violent Effigy: A Study of Dickens' Imagination includes a lot of information that
you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You
can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Carol Reck:

The Violent Effigy: A Study of Dickens' Imagination can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Violent Effigy: A
Study of Dickens' Imagination although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Marie Clemmer:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Violent Effigy: A Study of
Dickens' Imagination e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might
be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism The Violent
Effigy: A Study of Dickens' Imagination as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content.
This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional
sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have
to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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