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Should prisons attempt reform and uplift inmates or, by means of principled punishment, deter them from
further wrongdoing? This debate has raged in Western Europe and in the United States at least since the late
eighteenth century.

Joseph F. Spillane examines the failure of progressive reform in New York State by focusing on Coxsackie,
a New Deal reformatory built for young male offenders. Opened in 1935 to serve "adolescents adrift,"
Coxsackie instead became an unstable and brutalizing prison. From the start, the liberal impulse
underpinning the prison’s mission was overwhelmed by challenges it was unequipped or unwilling to
face—drugs, gangs, and racial conflict.

Spillane draws on detailed prison records to reconstruct a life behind bars in which "ungovernable" young
men posed constant challenges to racial and cultural order. The New Deal order of the prison was unstable
from the start; the politics of punishment quickly became the politics of race and social exclusion, and efforts
to save liberal reform in postwar New York only deepened its failures. In 1977, inmates took hostages to
focus attention on their grievances. The result was stricter discipline and an end to any pretense that
Coxsackie was a reform institution.

Why did the prison fail? For answers, Spillane immerses readers in the changing culture and racial makeup
of the U.S. prison system and borrows from studies of colonial prisons, which emblematized efforts by an
exploitative regime to impose cultural and racial restraint on others.

In today’s era of mass incarceration, prisons have become conflict-ridden warehouses and powerful symbols
of racism and inequality. This account challenges the conventional wisdom that America’s prison crisis is of
comparatively recent vintage, showing instead how a racial and punitive system of control emerged from the
ashes of a progressive ideal.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Cartwright:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
when those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Coxsackie: The Life and Death of Prison Reform
(Reconfiguring American Political History) as your daily resource information.

Matthew Schwartz:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Coxsackie: The Life and Death of Prison Reform
(Reconfiguring American Political History), you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want
to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its identified as reading friends.

Paula Daniels:

This Coxsackie: The Life and Death of Prison Reform (Reconfiguring American Political History) is brand-
new way for you who has interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with.
Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest
in reading this Coxsackie: The Life and Death of Prison Reform (Reconfiguring American Political History)
can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone.
These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form.
People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So
there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.

Bruce Jackson:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you are related is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One
of several books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely Coxsackie: The Life and Death of
Prison Reform (Reconfiguring American Political History). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can



get many advantages.
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