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Since the late 1970s, a subgenre of crime fiction, written by women and featuring a professional woman
investigator, has exploded on the popular fiction market. Priscilla L. Walton and Manina Jones focus on this
recent proliferation of women writers of detective fiction, providing the first book-length study of the
historical and societal changes that fueled this popularity, along with insightful and entertaining readings of
the texts themselves.

Walton and Jones place the genre within its aesthetic, social, and economic contexts, reading it as an index of
cultural beliefs. Addressing the ways that Sara Paretsky, Sue Grafton, Marcia Muller, and others work
through the conventions of the "hard-boiled" genre made popular by writers such as Dashiell Hammett,
Raymond Chandler, and Mickey Spillane, the authors show how the male hard-boiled tradition has been
challenged and transformed. Issues of child, spousal, and sexual abuse are more likely to surface in women's
detective novels, the authors show, and female sleuths face many of the same dilemmas as those who read
about them—everyday problems with relationships, parenting, and money.

Detective Agency also integrates interviews with authors and publishers, reader surveys, publication data,
and analysis of internet discussion groups to present a fascinating picture of the "industry" of women's
detective fiction. Authors of these works are powerful players in the publishing system as well as agents of
cultural intervention, Walton and Jones claim. They conclude by examining the rise of female detectives in
television and film.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Marshall:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Detective Agency: Women Rewriting the Hard-Boiled Tradition.

Deloris Wagner:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Detective Agency: Women Rewriting the
Hard-Boiled Tradition is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Micah Best:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
whole day to reading a e-book. The book Detective Agency: Women Rewriting the Hard-Boiled Tradition it
is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book.
You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
features high quality.

Catherine Mejia:

Detective Agency: Women Rewriting the Hard-Boiled Tradition can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Detective Agency: Women
Rewriting the Hard-Boiled Tradition nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.
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