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Thesis (M.A.) from the year 2011 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature,
University of Heidelberg, language: English, abstract: "Who are you, Miss Snowe?" (V 287) Ginevra
Fanshawe asks Lucy Snowe and draws attention to one, if not the central question of humankind: Who am I?
How do we define who we are: by our job, by our social roles, or by the view others have of us? Moreover,
living in a society and having to interact with other human beings, we also need to know who they are: friend
or foe, villain or potential lover? However, it is impossible to reduce a human being to just one trait ('She is a
mother', 'He is open-minded', 'She is a writer', 'He is a man.'). The same applies to most rounded literary
characters.
This paper will discuss the presentation and identification of the main characters in Emily Brontë's
Wuthering Heights and Charlotte Brontë's Jane Eyre and Villette. At first I will have a closer look at what is
expected of the characters on the narrative level, for example, being the hero of a novel. The second part of
the paper will deal with the self-perception and search for identity of the protagonists Jane Eyre, Lucy Snowe
and Catherine Earnshaw/Linton/Heathcliff. In the last part, I will discuss how these characters are identified
through others, focusing on doppelgänger.
However, when doing a characterisation of the protagonists of Jane Eyre, Villette and Wuthering Heights,
one has to consider that the narrators in all three novels are homodiegetic. This means – in these particular
cases – that they are biased and, most likely, unreliable. The description of the characters and their behaviour
is filtered through the eyes and words of the narrators. Therefore, one should always keep in mind that the
information given to the reader is already interpreted or at least coloured by the narrator.
Even though the main focus of this paper will be on the Mid-Victorian Gothic novels Jane Eyre (1847),
Villette (1853) and Wuthering Heights (1847), I will also draw comparisons to other works of female writers
of the 19th century. There are, for example, interesting parallels to Mary Shelley's Frankenstein (1818) and
to the short story "The Yellow Wallpaper" (1892) written by the American author Charlotte Perkins Gilman.
The latter provides a "terribly good" (Howells 7; qtd. in Shumaker 1) example of a woman's loss of identity
and therefore perfectly matches the discussed novels of Charlotte and Emily Brontë.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Nielson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Identity, Identification and Finding One's Self in Mid-Victorian Female
Gothic: "Jane Eyre", "Villette" and "Wuthering Heights" book is readable by means of you who hate those
perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving
actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected with Identity,
Identification and Finding One's Self in Mid-Victorian Female Gothic: "Jane Eyre", "Villette" and
"Wuthering Heights" content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking
Identity, Identification and Finding One's Self in Mid-Victorian Female Gothic: "Jane Eyre", "Villette" and
"Wuthering Heights" is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Katie Cardiel:

The actual book Identity, Identification and Finding One's Self in Mid-Victorian Female Gothic: "Jane
Eyre", "Villette" and "Wuthering Heights" has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some
research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
perusing this book.

Nancy Page:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find e-book that need more time to be go through. Identity, Identification and Finding One's Self in
Mid-Victorian Female Gothic: "Jane Eyre", "Villette" and "Wuthering Heights" can be your answer since it
can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Wilma Hogan:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics,
and also soon. The Identity, Identification and Finding One's Self in Mid-Victorian Female Gothic: "Jane
Eyre", "Villette" and "Wuthering Heights" provide you with new experience in looking at a book.
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