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The rediscovery in the fifteenth century of Lucretius' De rerum natura was a challenge to received ideas. The
poem offered a vision of the creation of the universe, the origins and goals of human life, and the formation
of the state, all without reference to divine intervention. It has been hailed in Stephen Greenblatt's best-
selling book, The Swerve, as the poem that invented modernity. But how modern did early modern readers
want to become?

This collection of essays offers a series of case studies which demonstrate the sophisticated ways in which
some readers might relate the poem to received ideas, assimilating Lucretius to theories of natural law and
even natural theology, while others were at once attracted to Lucretius' subversiveness and driven to
dissociate themselves from him. The volume presents a wide geographical range, from Florence and Venice
to France, England, and Germany, and extends chronologically from Lucretius'
contemporary audience to the European Enlightenment. It covers both major authors such as Montaigne and
neglected figures such as Italian neo-Latin poets, and is the first book in the field to pay close attention to
Lucretius' impact on political thought, both in philosophy - from Machiavelli,
through Hobbes, to Rousseau - and in the topical spin put on the De rerum natura by translators in
revolutionary England. It combines careful attention to material contexts of book production and distribution
with close readings of particular interpretations and translations, to present a rich and nuanced profile of the
mark made by a remarkable poem.
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From reader reviews:

Alexandra Sauer:

The book Lucretius and the Early Modern (Classical Presences) can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Lucretius and the Early
Modern (Classical Presences)? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge
or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
Lucretius and the Early Modern (Classical Presences) has simple shape but you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Jennifer Fields:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Lucretius and the Early Modern (Classical
Presences) as the daily resource information.

Paul Jones:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Lucretius and the Early Modern (Classical
Presences), you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.

Gary Collis:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Lucretius and the Early
Modern (Classical Presences) which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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