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With long, solitary periods at sea, far from literary and cultural centers, sailors comprise a remarkable
population of readers and writers. Although their contributions have been little recognized in literary history,
seamen were important figures in the nineteenth-century American literary sphere. In the first book to
explore their unique contribution to literary culture, Hester Blum examines the first-person narratives of
working sailors, from little-known sea tales to more famous works by Herman Melville, James Fenimore
Cooper, Edgar Allan Poe, and Richard Henry Dana.

In their narratives, sailors wrote about how their working lives coexisted with--indeed, mutually drove--their
imaginative lives. Even at leisure, they were always on the job site. Blum analyzes seamen's libraries,
Barbary captivity narratives, naval memoirs, writings about the Galapagos Islands, Melville's sea vision, and
the crisis of death and burial at sea. She argues that the extent of sailors' literacy and the range of their
reading were unusual for a laboring class, belying the popular image of Jack Tar as merely a swaggering,
profane, or marginal figure. As Blum demonstrates, seamen's narratives propose a method for aligning labor
and contemplation that has broader applications for the study of American literature and history.
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From reader reviews:

Brent Cook:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
are reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this The View from the Masthead: Maritime Imagination and
Antebellum American Sea Narratives.

India Oakley:

The reason why? Because this The View from the Masthead: Maritime Imagination and Antebellum
American Sea Narratives is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the
item but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author
who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include
such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that
book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Jennifer Buster:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking The View from the Masthead:
Maritime Imagination and Antebellum American Sea Narratives that give your pleasure preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want
to start studying as your good habit, you can pick The View from the Masthead: Maritime Imagination and
Antebellum American Sea Narratives become your personal starter.

Samantha Green:

The book untitled The View from the Masthead: Maritime Imagination and Antebellum American Sea
Narratives contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique.
The language is very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The
book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. You can read
this book because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a



nice examine.
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