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Few individuals have left as deep an influence on their time as did Germaine de Staël, one of the greatest
intellectuals of her age, whose works have influenced entire cultures, eras, and disciplines. Soon after its
publication, posthumously in 1818, Considerations on the Principal Events of the French Revolution
became a classic of liberal thinking, making a deeply original contribution to an ongoing political and
historical debate in early nineteenth-century France and Europe. As a representative of classical liberal
opinion, de Staël’s voice, which Napoleon Bonaparte tried to silence by censorship and banishment, is
a unique and important contribution to revolutionary historiography. Considerations is considered de
Staël’s magnum opus and sheds renewed light on the familiar figures and events of the Revolution, among
them, the financier and statesman Jacques Necker, her father. Editor Aurelian Craiutu states that
Considerations explores “the prerequisites of liberty, constitutionalism and rule of law, the necessary limits
on power, the relation between social order and political order, the dependence of liberty on morality and
religion, and the question of the institutional foundations of a free regime.” Madame de Staël’s unique
perspective combined a sharp intellect with an elegant style that illustrates the French tradition at its
best. Considerations was rightly hailed as a genuine hymn to freedom based on a perceptive understanding
of what makes freedom possible and on a subtle analysis of the social, historical, and cultural context within
which political rights and political obligation exist. Madame de Staël conceived of this volume in six
parts: parts 1 through 4 reflect on the history of France, the state of public opinion in France at the
Accession of Louis XVI, and Necker’s plans of finance and administration. Other topics discussed in
this section of the book include the conduct of the Third Estate in 1788 and 1789, the fall of the
Bastille, the decrees of the Legislative Assembly, the overthrow of the monarchy, the war between
France and England, the Terror of 1793–94, the Directory, and the rise of Napoleon Bonaparte. Parts
5 and 6 contain a vigorous defense of representative government in France, with a detailed
examination of the English political system. Part 6, in particular, offers memorable political insights
on liberty and public spirit among the English and discusses the relation between economic prosperity
and political freedom and the seminal influence of religion and morals on liberty. Germaine de Staël
(1766–1817) rose to fame as a novelist, critic, political thinker, sociologist of literature, and autobiographer.
She experienced firsthand many important events of the French Revolution, which she followed closely from
Paris and, later, from exile in Switzerland, where she lived between 1792 and 1795. Her salon was famous
for hosting Benjamin Constant, August Wilhelm von Schlegel, Lord Byron, and other luminaries, before and
after her exile by Napoleon. Aurelian Craiutu is Associate Professor of Political Science at Indiana
University, Bloomington.
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From reader reviews:

Royce Axtell:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Considerations on the Principal Events of the French Revolution, you can tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Raymond Striegel:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is
look different you can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent all day every day to reading a e-book. The book Considerations on the Principal Events of the French
Revolution it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book.
You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
features high quality.

Ethel Orr:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Considerations on the Principal
Events of the French Revolution, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come
on its called reading friends.

Faye Pearson:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This publication Considerations on the Principal Events of the French
Revolution was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big



good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways
to get book that you just wanted.
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