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In Ideas That Shaped Buildings, Fil Hearn identifies and codifies into theoretical systems the operative tenets
of architectural theory from ancient Rome to the present. With this strikingly original synthesis of
architectural history and theory, he constructs an intellectual armature on which virtually any architectural
concept, past or present, can be positioned. Dealing mainly with the treatises that have been highly
influential historically, he organizes their concepts thematically and analyzes their development through
time. Straightforward and concise, Ideas That Shaped Buildings is readily accessible to architecture students,
practicing architects, and the general public -- indeed anyone interested in understanding the design rationale
of buildings. Its overarching message is that, far from being constricting, proper knowledge and application
of architectural theory is enabling and inspiring, and makes creative freedom possible by providing the
conceptual awareness needed to devise a design.After an introductory history of the development of
architectural theory, the text is divided into four parts. The first deals with issues relevant to all theories of
architecture. The second, treating theory from antiquity to 1800, focuses on the prescriptive conventions
inherent in the classical tradition. The third, treating theory after 1800, focuses on the inspirational principles
prompted by rationalist perceptions of the Gothic tradition. The fourth, treating theory since 1965, deals with
rationales beyond rationalism and the influence of computers on design method and design formulation. The
concepts discussed are illustrated with theoretical drawings and images of actual buildings.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Maurer:

The actual book Ideas That Shaped Buildings (MIT Press) will bring you to the new experience of reading
the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read,
this book very ideal to you. The book Ideas That Shaped Buildings (MIT Press) is much recommended to
you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Stella Carpenter:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
is Ideas That Shaped Buildings (MIT Press).

Kenneth Kan:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Ideas That Shaped Buildings (MIT Press) provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Corey Johnson:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This guide Ideas That Shaped Buildings (MIT Press) was filled with regards to
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to
read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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