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Almost everything you know about heroin addiction is wrong. Not only is it wrong, but it is obviously
wrong. Heroin is not highly addictive; withdrawal from it is not medically serious; addicts do not become
criminals to feed their habit; addicts do not need any medical assistance to stop taking heroin; and contrary to
received wisdom, heroin addiction most certainly IS a moral or spiritual problem. Based on his experience as
a prison doctor and as a psychiatrist in a large general hospital in Birmingham, Dr. Dalrymple argues that
addiction to heroin is not an illness at all, and that doctors only make it worse. They deceive both the addicts
and themselves by pretending that they have something to offer. In this brilliant, entertaining and provocative
book, Theodore Dalrymple explains how and why a literary tradition dating back to De Quincey and
Coleridge, and continuing up to the deeply sociopathic William Burroughs and beyond, has misled all
Western societies for generations about the nature of heroin addiction. These writers' self-dramatizing and
dishonest accounts of their own addiction have been accepted uncritically, and have been more influential by
far in forming public attitudes than the whole of pharmacological science. As a result, a self-serving, self-
perpetuating and completely useless medical bureaucracy has been set up to deal with the problem. With
scathing wit, implacable logic and savage denunciation, Dr. Dalrymple exposes the mythology surrounding
heroin addiction. Moving seamlessly between literature, pharmacology, history and philosophy, he
demonstrates what happens when the nature of a social problem is so thoroughly misunderstood, and when
human beings are regarded as inanimate objects rather than as agents of their own destiny. His scintillating,
iconoclastic little book has an importance far beyond its immediate subject matter.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Foley:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Junk Medicine: Doctors, Lies and the Addiction
Bureaucracy. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how
is important some sort of book Junk Medicine: Doctors, Lies and the Addiction Bureaucracy. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well
as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Pamela Dodge:

The book Junk Medicine: Doctors, Lies and the Addiction Bureaucracy can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book
Junk Medicine: Doctors, Lies and the Addiction Bureaucracy? Wide variety you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book Junk Medicine: Doctors, Lies and the Addiction Bureaucracy has simple
shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start
and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Martha Dixon:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Junk Medicine:
Doctors, Lies and the Addiction Bureaucracy is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Samantha Green:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Junk Medicine: Doctors, Lies and the Addiction Bureaucracy can make you truly feel more



interested to read.
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