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Explores how religious understandings of death are experienced in hospice care.

In the 1960s, English physician and committed Christian Cicely Saunders introduced a new way of treating
the terminally ill that she called “hospice care.” Emphasizing a holistic and compassionate approach, her
model led to the rapid growth of a worldwide hospice movement. Aspects of the early hospice model that
stressed attention to the religious dimensions of death and dying, while still recognized and practiced, have
developed outside the purview of academic inquiry and consideration. Meanwhile, global migration and
multicultural diversification in the West have dramatically altered the profile of contemporary hospice care.
In response to these developments, this volume is the first to critically explore how religious understandings
of death are manifested and experienced in palliative care settings.

Contributors discuss how a “good death” is conceived within the major religious traditions of Christianity,
Islam, Hinduism, Judaism, Buddhism, Chinese religion, and Aboriginal spirituality. A variety of real-world
examples are presented in case studies of a Buddhist hospice center in Thailand, Ugandan approaches to
dying with HIV/AIDS, Punjabi extended-family hospice care, and pediatric palliative care. The work sheds
new light on the significance of religious belief and practice at the end of life, at the many forms religious
understanding can take, and at the spiritual pain that so often accompanies the physical pain of the dying
person.

“These … University of Victoria–based scholars are to be commended for helping medical and care staff
overcome widespread religious illiteracy.” — Vancouver Sun

“As the palliative care movement has grown, it has come in contact with all of the world’s major religions,
which makes this a welcome book.” — International Association for Hospice & Palliative Care News

Harold Coward is Professor Emeritus of History and Founding Director of the Centre for Studies in Religion
and Society at the University of Victoria. He is the author and editor of several books, including The
Perfectibility of Human Nature in Eastern and Western Thought, also published by SUNY Press.

Kelli I. Stajduhar is Associate Professor at the School of Nursing and Centre on Aging at the University of
Victoria.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Crosley:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Religious
Understandings of a Good Death in Hospice Palliative Care (SUNY Series in Religious Studies)? Maybe it is
to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

William Walker:

The book Religious Understandings of a Good Death in Hospice Palliative Care (SUNY Series in Religious
Studies) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why
must we leave a good thing like a book Religious Understandings of a Good Death in Hospice Palliative
Care (SUNY Series in Religious Studies)? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim
that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to
share all of these. Book Religious Understandings of a Good Death in Hospice Palliative Care (SUNY Series
in Religious Studies) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can look the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Alexandra Robbins:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is
this Religious Understandings of a Good Death in Hospice Palliative Care (SUNY Series in Religious
Studies).

Dean Herbert:

Religious Understandings of a Good Death in Hospice Palliative Care (SUNY Series in Religious Studies)
can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this
book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every
word into pleasure arrangement in writing Religious Understandings of a Good Death in Hospice Palliative



Care (SUNY Series in Religious Studies) however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest
and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.
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