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From the intro:

"Paul Henri Thiery, Baron d'Holbach (1723-1789), was the center of the radical wing of the philosophes. He
was friend, host, and patron to a wide circle that included Diderot, D'Alembert, Helvetius, and Hume.
Holbach wrote, translated, edited, and issued a stream of books and pamphlets, often under other names, that
has made him the despair of bibliographers but has connected his name, by innuendo, gossip, and
association, with most of what was written in defense of atheistic materialism in late eighteenth-century
France.
Holbach is best known for The System of Nature (1770) and deservedly, since it is a clear and reasonably
systematic exposition of his main ideas. His initial position determines all the rest of his argument. "There is
not, there can be nothing out of that Nature which includes all beings." Conceiving of nature as strictly
limited to matter and motion, both of which have always existed, he flatly denies that there is any such thing
as spirit or a supernatural. Mythology began, Holbach claims, when men were still in a state of nature and at
the point when wise, strong, and for the most part benign men were arising as leaders and lawgivers. These
leaders "formed discourses by which they spoke to the imaginations of their willing auditors," using the
medium of poetry, because it "seem{ed} best adapted to strike the mind." Through poetry, then, and by
means of "its images, its fictions, its numbers, its rhyme, its harmony... the entire of nature, as well as all its
parts, was personified, by its beautiful allegories." Thus mythology is given an essentially political origin.
These early poets are literally legislators of mankind. "The first institutors of nations, and their immediate
successors in authority, only spoke to the people by fables, allegories, enigmas, of which they reserved to
themselves the right of giving an explanation." Holbach is rather condescending about the process, but since
mythology is a representation of nature itself, he is far more tolerant of mythology than he is of the next step.
"Natural philosophers and poets were transformed by leisure into metaphysicians and theologians," and at
this point a fatal error was introduced: the theologians made a distinction between the power of nature and
nature itself, separated the two, made the power of nature prior to nature, and called it God. Thus man was
left with an abstract and chimerical being on one side and a despoiled inert nature, destitute of power, on the
other. In Holbach's critique the point at which theology split off from mythology marks the moment of
nature's alienation from itself and paves the way for man's alienation from nature.
Holbach is thus significant for Romantic interest in myth in two ways. First, he provides a clear statement of
what can be loosely called the antimythic position, that rationalist condescension and derogation of all myth
and all religion that was never far from the surface during the Romantic era. Holbach was and is a reminder
that the Romantic affirmation of myth was never easy, uncritical, or unopposed. Any new endorsement of
myth had to be made in the teeth of Holbach and the other skeptics. The very vigor of the Holbachian
critique of myth impelled the Romantics to think more deeply and defend more carefully any new claim for
myth. Secondly, although Holbach's argument generally drove against myth and religion both, he did make
an important, indeed a saving distinction between mythology and theology. Mythology is the more or less
harmless personification of the power in and of nature; theology concerns itself with what for Holbach was
the nonexistent power beyond or behind nature. By exploiting this distinction it would become possible for a
Shelley, for example, to take a strong antitheological—even an anti-Christian—position without having to
abandon myth."
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Barlow:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The System of Nature
Volume 1. All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or
other social media.

William Butcher:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this The System of
Nature Volume 1 book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Debra Lovern:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This The System of Nature Volume 1 book is readable through you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with The
System of Nature Volume 1 content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking The System of Nature Volume 1 is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Jennifer Crawford:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And you also know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to
something by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is
actually The System of Nature Volume 1.
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