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Many scholars believe that the framers of the Constitution intended Congress to be the preeminent branch of
government. Indeed, no other legislature in the world approaches its power. Yet most Americans have only a
murky idea of how it works.
In The U.S. Congress, Donald A. Ritchie, a congressional historian for more than thirty years, takes readers
on a fascinating, behind-the-scenes tour of Capitol Hill--pointing out the key players, explaining their
behavior, and translating parliamentary language into plain English. No mere civics lesson, this eye-opening
book provides an insider's perspective on Congress, matched with a professional historian's analytical
insight. After a swift survey of the creation of Congress by the constitutional convention, he begins to
unscrew the nuts and pull out the bolts. What is it like to campaign for congress? To attract large donors? To
enter either house with no seniority? He answers these questions and more, explaining committee
assignments (and committee work), the role of staffers and lobbyists, floor proceedings, parliamentary rules,
and coalition building. Ritchie explores the great effort put into constituent service--as representatives and
senators respond to requests from groups and individuals--as well as media relations and news coverage. He
also explores how the grand concepts we all know from civics class--checks and balances, advise and
consent, congressional oversight--work in practice, in an age of strong presidents and a muscular Senate
minority (no matter which party is in that position).
In this sparkling addition to Oxford's Very Short Introduction series, Donald Ritchie moves beyond the
cynicism and the platitudes to provide a gem of a portrait of how Congress really works.
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From reader reviews:

Regina Noble:

This The U.S. Congress: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book is not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This The U.S. Congress: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry The U.S. Congress: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can bring once
you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your
lovely laptop even phone. This The U.S. Congress: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Kyle Guthrie:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is The U.S. Congress: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Eduardo Ford:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this The U.S. Congress: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
can make you really feel more interested to read.

Lillian Burbank:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book The U.S. Congress: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) we can consider



more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Only
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that
book The U.S. Congress: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). You can more pleasing than
now.
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