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At a time when unprecedented change in international affairs is forcing governments, citizens, and armed
forces everywhere to re-assess the question of whether military solutions to political problems are possible
any longer, Martin van Creveld has written an audacious searching examination of the nature of war and of
its radical transformation in our own time.

For 200 years, military theory and strategy have been guided by the Clausewitzian assumption that war is
rational - a reflection of national interest and an extension of politics by other means. However, van Creveld
argues, the overwhelming pattern of conflict in the post-1945 world no longer yields fully to rational
analysis. In fact, strategic planning based on such calculations is, and will continue to be, unrelated to current
realities.

Small-scale military eruptions around the globe have demonstrated new forms of warfare with a different
cast of characters - guerilla armies, terrorists, and bandits - pursuing diverse goals by violent means with the
most primitive to the most sophisticated weapons. Although these warriors and their tactics testify to the end
of conventional war as we've known it, the public and the military in the developed world continue to
contemplate organized violence as conflict between the super powers.

At this moment, armed conflicts of the type van Creveld describes are occurring throughout the world. From
Lebanon to Cambodia, from Sri Lanka and the Philippines to El Salvador, the Persian Gulf, and the strife-
torn nations of Eastern Europe, violent confrontations confirm a new model of warfare in which tribal,
ethnic, and religious factions do battle without high-tech weapons or state-supported armies and resources.
This low-intensity conflict challenges existing distinctions between civilian and solder, individual crime and
organized violence, terrorism and war. In the present global atmosphere, practices that for three centuries
have been considered uncivilized, such as capturing civilians or even entire communities for ransom, have
begun to reappear.

Pursuing bold and provocative paths of inquiry, van Creveld posits the inadequacies of our most basic ideas
as to who fights wars and why and broaches the inevitability of man's need to "play" at war. In turn brilliant
and infuriating, this challenge to our thinking and planning current and future military encounters is one of
the most important books on war we are likely to read in our lifetime.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Sanchez:

The book Transformation of War can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Transformation of War? A number
of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Transformation of War has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world
by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Dorothy Trimm:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this
Transformation of War.

Roberto Garcia:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Transformation of War
which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

John Wilson:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Transformation of War
can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare
time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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