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The United States today is afflicted with political alienation, militarized violence, institutionalized poverty,
and social agony. Worst of al, perhaps, it is afflicted with chronic and acute ahistoricism. Americainsist on
ignoring the context of its present dilemmas. It insists on forgetting what preceded the headlines of today and
on denying continuity with history. It insists, in short, on its exceptionalism.

American Utopia and Social Engineering sets out to correct this amnesia. It misses no opportunity to flesh
out both the historical premises and the political promises behind the socia policies and political events of
the period. These interdisciplinary concerns provide, in turn, the framework for the analyses of works of
American literature that mirror their times and mores.

Novels considered include: B.F. Skinner and Walden Two (1948), easily the most scandal ous utopia of the
century, if not of all times; Ken Kesey’s One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest (1962), an anatomy of political
disfranchisement American-style; Bernard Malamud’ s God’ s Grace (1982), a neo-Darwinian beast fable
about morality in the thermonuclear age; Walker Percy’s The Thanatos Syndrome (1986), a diagnostic novel
about engineering violence out of America’s streets and minds; and Philip Roth’s The Plot Against America
(2004), an alternative history of homegrown ‘soft’ fascism.

With the help of the five novels and the social models outlined therein, Swirski interrogates key aspects of
sociobiology and behavioural psychology, voting and referenda procedures, morality and altruism, multilevel
selection and proverbial wisdom, violence and chip-implant technology, and the adaptive role of emotionsin
our private and public lives.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Y oungblood:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and advance. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is agood choice in your case but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This American Utopia and Social
Engineering in Literature, Social Thought, and Political History (Routledge Transnational Perspectives on
American Literature) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Juanita Jones:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading areserve will give you alot of
new info. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When
you read this American Utopia and Social Engineering in Literature, Social Thought, and Political History
(Routledge Transnational Perspectives on American Literature), you may tells your family, friends aswell as
soon about yours guide. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading areserve.

Keven Peterson:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extratime or they
will get lot of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have extratime, we will
say absolutely sure. Peopleis human not just arobot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your aternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is actually American Utopia and Social Engineering in Literature, Social
Thought, and Palitical History (Routledge Transnational Perspectives on American Literature).

Patrick Garcia:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this American Utopia and Social Engineering
in Literature, Social Thought, and Political History (Routledge Transnational Perspectives on American
Literature) book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand
by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill
only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty American Utopiaand Social Engineering



in Literature, Social Thought, and Political History (Routledge Transnational Perspectives on American
Literature) as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. Thisis one book that can
break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on
your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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