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Why do some autocratic leaders pursue aggressive or expansionist foreign policies, while others are much
more cautious in their use of military force? The first book to focus systematically on the foreign policy of
different types of authoritarian regimes, Dictators at War and Peace breaks new ground in our understanding
of the international behavior of dictators.

Jessica L. P. Weeks explains why certain kinds of regimes are less likely to resort to war than others, why
some are more likely to win the wars they start, and why some authoritarian leaders face domestic
punishment for foreign policy failures whereas others can weather all but the most serious military defeat.
Using novel cross-national data, Weeks looks at various nondemocratic regimes, including those of Saddam
Hussein and Joseph Stalin; the Argentine junta at the time of the Falklands War, the military government in
Japan before and during World War II, and the North Vietnamese communist regime. She finds that the
differences in the conflict behavior of distinct kinds of autocracies are as great as those between democracies
and dictatorships. Indeed, some types of autocracies are no more belligerent or reckless than democracies,
casting doubt on the common view that democracies are more selective about war than autocracies.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Doll:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience
happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Dictators at War and Peace
(Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Christian Rice:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is actually Dictators at War and Peace (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs).

Mark Hernandez:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is Dictators at War and Peace (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) this book
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can
the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.
The actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.

Jessie Taylor:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their hobby.
They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Dictators at War and Peace (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) can make you sense more
interested to read.
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