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In 1823, President James Monroe announced that the Western Hemisphere was closed to any future
European colonization and that the United States would protect the Americas as a space destined for
democracy. Over the next century, these ideas—which came to be known as the Monroe Doctrine—provided
the framework through which Americans understood and articulated their military and diplomatic role in the
world. Hemispheric Imaginings demonstrates that North Americans conceived and developed the Monroe
Doctrine in relation to transatlantic literary narratives. Gretchen Murphy argues that fiction and journalism
were crucial to popularizing and making sense of the Doctrine’s contradictions, including the fact that it both
drove and concealed U.S. imperialism. Presenting fiction and popular journalism as key arenas in which such
inconsistencies were challenged or obscured, Murphy highlights the major role writers played in shaping
conceptions of the U.S. empire.

Murphy juxtaposes close readings of novels with analyses of nonfiction texts. From uncovering the literary
inspirations for the Monroe Doctrine itself to tracing visions of hemispheric unity and transatlantic
separation in novels by Lydia Maria Child, Nathaniel Hawthorne, María Amparo Ruiz de Burton, Lew
Wallace, and Richard Harding Davis, she reveals the Doctrine’s forgotten cultural history. In making a vital
contribution to the effort to move American Studies beyond its limited focus on the United States, Murphy
questions recent proposals to reframe the discipline in hemispheric terms. She warns that to do so risks
replicating the Monroe Doctrine’s proprietary claim to isolate the Americas from the rest of the world.
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From reader reviews:

Deloris Wagner:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take Hemispheric Imaginings: The Monroe Doctrine and Narratives of U.S. Empire
(New Americanists) as the daily resource information.

Chad Wood:

The reason why? Because this Hemispheric Imaginings: The Monroe Doctrine and Narratives of U.S.
Empire (New Americanists) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the
idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic
author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the
other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to
postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

William Ochoa:

You may spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Hemispheric Imaginings: The Monroe
Doctrine and Narratives of U.S. Empire (New Americanists) is simple to deliver you can read it in the area,
in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can
buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Clara Brownfield:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Hemispheric Imaginings: The Monroe Doctrine and Narratives of U.S. Empire (New
Americanists) when you desired it?
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