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* Explores the darker psychological drama behind the exploits of eleven adventurers, famous and lesser-
known

* Written by a practicing clinical psychologist

* Accounts include heretofore unpublished information provided by archival witnesses, friends, and family

Every culture, in every era, has its adventure myths: The golden hero willing to walk through fire elevates us
all beyond our fears and limits. But more often than readily seen, there are darker reasons for dangerous
pursuits. Where falls the line between adventure and madness? Geoff Powter, a practicing clinical
psychologist, looks into the stories of eleven troubled adventurers, divided into three categories: The
Burdened, The Bent, and The Lost.

* Polar explorer Robert Falcon Scott has been called a "willing martyr" ready to die for the mystical
deliverance of adventure.

* Meriwether Lewis, convinced that he had failed to achieve the objectives set by mentor and father figure,
Thomas Jefferson, died by his own hand.

* Maurice Wilson's plan for climbing Everest included deliberately crashing his plane as high as possible on
the mountain.

* Jean Batten was a remarkably driven early aviator whose clothes and make-up were always more perfect
than her flying technique.

* Polar balloonist Solomon Andrée was certain that his rigorous understanding of scientific principles would
overcome any challenge posed by nature or equipment failure.

* Aleister Crowley, a brilliant mountaineer who founded the Golden Dawn cult, was labeled pathologically,
and even fatally, arrogant.

In each of these stories, darkness of some kind -- ambition, ego, a thirst for redemption, the need to please



others -- carried these characters in a perilous direction. In the end, understanding these difficult but utterly
human stories helps us comprehend the deepest purpose and allure of adventure, and, ultimately, to more
honestly measure ourselves.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Velasco:

This Strange and Dangerous Dreams: The Fine Line Between Adventure and Madness book is not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This Strange and Dangerous Dreams: The Fine Line
Between Adventure and Madness without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Strange and Dangerous Dreams: The Fine Line Between
Adventure and Madness can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to
be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Strange and Dangerous Dreams:
The Fine Line Between Adventure and Madness having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so
you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Karl Schueller:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Strange and Dangerous
Dreams: The Fine Line Between Adventure and Madness suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Strange and Dangerous Dreams: The Fine Line
Between Adventure and Madnessis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This particular
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that
you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about
this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Clarence Bowen:

You may get this Strange and Dangerous Dreams: The Fine Line Between Adventure and Madness by look
at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for
the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can
you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try
to choose proper ways for you.

Stacey Greene:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful photos on



there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this period,
many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Strange
and Dangerous Dreams: The Fine Line Between Adventure and Madness can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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