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Zen Master Thich Nhat Hanh’s second children’s book is the story of a monk, a cat, and a mouse learning to
live together in peace in the midst of war. Set against the background of the Vietnam War and based on an
actual person, The Coconut Monk uses the image of an eccentric monk who has found a way for
archenemies to live together peacefully. Based on a talk given directly to children Thich Nhat Hanh uses the
image of a cat and a mouse as metaphors for overcoming seemingly unconquerable divides of nature and
opinion. Using the example of extending unbiased kindness and remaining calm and centered in the midst of
upheaval, the story teaches children the Buddhist principles of equanimity, compassion, and perseverance.
Amidst adversarial circumstances the figure of the Coconut Monk remains focused on his practice and
continues to radiate all-encompassing love. It’s direct expression – a Buddha like smile – is an image well
familiar even to those children that have not been previously exposed to Buddhist ideas and principles. With
full-color oil-paintings by Vietnamese-American painter Vo-Dinh Ma,illustrator of award-winning children’s
books including First Snow and Hermit and the Well. With a new introduction by the author.
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From reader reviews:

Derrick Robertson:

Typically the book The Coconut Monk will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of
book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book
very ideal to you. The book The Coconut Monk is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the
e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Terry Holmes:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole day to
reading a book. The book The Coconut Monk it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart
phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Matthew Wallace:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this book. This The Coconut Monk is simple to bring
you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to
bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the
book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Latonya Sams:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-
book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Coconut Monk which is
getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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