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Christine M. Korsgaard is one of today's leading moral philosophers: this volume collects ten influential
papers by her on practical reason and moral psychology. Korsgaard draws on the work of important figures
in the history of philosophy such as Plato, Aristotle, Kant, and Hume, showing how their ideas can inform
the solution of contemporary and traditional philosophical problems, such as the foundations of morality and
practical reason, the nature of agency, and the role of the emotionsin action.

In Part 1, The Principles of Practical Reason , Korsgaard defends the view that the principles of practical
reason are constitutive principles of action. By governing our actions in accordance with Kant's categorical
imperative and the principle of instrumental reason, she argues, we take control of our own movements and
so render ourselves active, self-determining beings. She criticizes rival attemptsto give a normative
foundation to the principles of practical reason, challenges the claims of the principle of maximizing one's
own interests to be arational principle, and argues for some deep continuities between Plato's account of the
connection between justice and agency and Kant's account of the connection between autonomy and agency.

In Part |1, Moral Virtue and Moral Psychology, Korsgaard takes up the question of the role of our more
passive or receptive faculties--our emotions and responses --in constituting our agency. She sketches a
reading of the Nicomachean Ethics, based on the idea that our emotions can serve as perceptions of good
and evil, and argues that this view of the emotionsis at the root of the apparent differences between Aristotle
and Kant's accounts of morality. She argues that in fact, Aristotle and Kant share a distinctive view about the
locus of moral value and the nature of human choice that, among other things, gives them account of what it
means to act rationally that is superior to other accounts.

In Part 111, Other Reflections, Korsgaard takes up question how we come to view one another as moral agents
in Hume's philosophy. She examines the possible clash between the agency of the state and that of the
individual that led to Kant's paradoxical views about revolution. And finally, she discusses her methodol ogy
in an account of what it means to be a constructivist moral philosopher.

The essays are united by an introduction in which Korsgaard explains their connections to each other and to
her current work.
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From reader reviews:
Holly Flynn:

With other case, little men and women like to read book The Constitution of Agency: Essays on Practical
Reason and Moral Psychology. Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Aslong aswe
know about how isimportant some sort of book The Constitution of Agency: Essays on Practical Reason and
Moral Psychology. Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign
or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era,
you can open abook as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you
feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Linda Doyle:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a publication will give you alot of new
information. When you read areserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to
other individuals. When you read this The Constitution of Agency: Essays on Practical Reason and Moral
Psychology, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge
can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Gloria Castaldo:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not fegling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Constitution of Agency: Essays
on Practical Reason and Moral Psychology, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
desireto missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have
it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Mary Craine;

Reading a book to be new life stylein this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, such us novel, comics, in



addition to soon. The The Constitution of Agency: Essays on Practical Reason and Moral Psychology will
give you new experience in looking at a book.
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