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The Battle of Thermopylae in 480 BC is one of the most famous battles in history. The heroism of the 300
Spartans who opted to remain behind to face the full might of the Persian host while their Greek allies made
good their escape has become the stuff of legend. The story still inspires novelists and film-makers today
(Frank Miller's fanciful 300 was a huge hit in 2007 and the film rights to Steven Pressfield's more historical
novel Gates of Fire were bought by George Clooney, the film expected to finally surface in 2011 or 2012).
But what is the truth behind the legends and why was this bloody defeat immediately accorded a halo of
glory that has endured for nearly two-and-a-half millennia?

Beyond the Gates of Fire brings together experts on the classical period from Australia, New Zealand and the
United States to take a fresh look at various aspects of the battle. A substantial introductory section by the
editors outlines the background to the conflict as well as the arms, armor and fighting styles of the opposing
sides. The following chapters (9 of them) then discuss such questions as whether the defense of the pass
really was a suicide mission; the exact topography of the battlefield itself in 480 BC, using the latest
geological research and core samples; the impact of the battle on the Greek psyche; commemoration of the
war dead; the impact of the original battle on the conduct of later battles in the pass, right up to the German
invasion of 1941. For the classical scholar or the general reader whose interest has been piqued by the
popular books and films, this book is sure to shed refreshing new light on the most famous last stand in
history.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Alaniz:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Beyond the Gates of Fire: New Perspectives on the
Battle of Thermopylae. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important a book Beyond the Gates of Fire: New Perspectives on the Battle of Thermopylae. You can
add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Carla Spiegel:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you that Beyond the Gates
of Fire: New Perspectives on the Battle of Thermopylae book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Dennis Stclair:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Beyond the
Gates of Fire: New Perspectives on the Battle of Thermopylae suitable to you? The book was written by well
known writer in this era. The book untitled Beyond the Gates of Fire: New Perspectives on the Battle of
Thermopylaeis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired
many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the
core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So you can
see the represented of the world with this book.

Lyle Morales:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Beyond the Gates of Fire: New
Perspectives on the Battle of Thermopylae is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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