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Asian theatre is usually studied from the perspective of the major traditions of China, Japan, India, and
Indonesia. Now, in this wide-ranging look at the contemporary theatre scene in Southeast Asia, Catherine
Diamond shows that performance in some of the lesser known theatre traditions offers a vivid and
fascinating picture of the rapidly changing societies in the region. Diamond examines how traditional,
modern, and contemporary dramatic works, with their interconnected styles, stories, and ideas, are being
presented for local audiences. She not only places performances in their historical and cultural contexts, but
also connects them to the social, political, linguistic, and religious movements of the last two decades.

Each chapter addresses theatre in a different country and highlights performances exhibiting the unique
conditions and concerns of a particular place and time. Most performances revolve in some manner around
“contemporary modernity,” questioning what it means—for good or ill—to be a part of the globalized world.
In addition, chapters are grouped by three general and overlapping themes. The first, which includes
Thailand, Vietnam, and Bali, is defined by the increased participation of women in the performing arts—not
only as performers, but also as playwrights and directors. Cambodia, Singapore, and Myanmar are linked by
a shared concern with the effects of censorship on theatre production. A third group, the Philippines, Laos,
and Malaysia, is characterized by their focus on nationalism: theatres are either contributing to official
versions of historical and political events or creating alternative narratives that challenge those
interpretations.

Communities of Imagination shows the many influences of the past and how it continues to affect cultural
perceptions. It addresses major trends, suggesting why they have developed and why they are popular with
the public. It also underscores how theatre continues to attract new practitioners and reflect the changing
aspirations and anxieties of societies in immediate and provocative ways even as it is being marginalized by
television, film, and the internet. The book will be of interest to students and scholars of theatre and
performance, Asian literature, Southeast Asian studies, cultural studies, and gender studies. Travelers who
view attending local performances as important to their experience abroad will find it an essential reference
to theatres of the region.

19 illus.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Smith:

The book Communities of Imagination: Contemporary Southeast Asian Theatres can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book
Communities of Imagination: Contemporary Southeast Asian Theatres? A few of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Communities of Imagination:
Contemporary Southeast Asian Theatres has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Destiny Hunt:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their
friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the publication untitled Communities of Imagination: Contemporary Southeast Asian Theatres
can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

James Hutchinson:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Communities of Imagination:
Contemporary Southeast Asian Theatres, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Lewis Farnsworth:

You can obtain this Communities of Imagination: Contemporary Southeast Asian Theatres by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties
for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition
can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try



to choose right ways for you.
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