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Eliot’s dictum about the objective correlative has often been quoted but rarely analysed. This book traces the
maxim to some of its sources and places it in a contemporary context. Eliot agreed with Locke about the
necessity of sensory input, but for a poet to be able to create poetry, the input has to be processed by the
poet’s intellect. Respect for control of feelings and order of presentation were central to Eliot’s conception of
literary criticism. The result – the objective correlative – is not one word, but “a scene” or “a chain of
events”. Eliot’s thinking was also inspired by late 19th century French critics like Gautier and Gourmont,
whose terminology he not infrequently borrowed. But he chose the term “objective” out of respect for the
prestige that still surrounded the Positivist paradigm. … In its break-away from Positivist dogmas, criticism
of art in the early 20th century was very much preoccupied with form. In poetry, that meant focus on the use
and function of the word. That focus is perceptible everywhere in Eliot’s criticism. Even though the idea of
the objective correlative was not an original one, Eliot’s treatment of it is interesting because he sees a
seeming truism (“the right word in the right place”) in a new light. He never developed the theory, but the
thought is traceable in several of his critical essays. On account of its categorical and rudimentary form, the
theory is not unproblematic: whose fault is it if the reader’s response does not square with the poet’s
intention? And indeed, Eliot’s own practice belies his theory – witness the multifarious legitimate
interpretations of his poems.
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From reader reviews:

Barry Upshaw:

With other case, little persons like to read book Eliot's Objective Correlative: Tradition or Individual Talent?
Contributions to the History of a Topos. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book.
Given that we know about how is important a book Eliot's Objective Correlative: Tradition or Individual
Talent? Contributions to the History of a Topos. You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you
can know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book.
You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Thomas Rasmussen:

This Eliot's Objective Correlative: Tradition or Individual Talent? Contributions to the History of a Topos
are generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this
Eliot's Objective Correlative: Tradition or Individual Talent? Contributions to the History of a Topos can be
one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed
you actually with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can
bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this Eliot's Objective Correlative: Tradition or Individual Talent? Contributions to the History of
a Topos forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Michele Stoney:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the e-book untitled Eliot's Objective Correlative: Tradition or Individual Talent? Contributions
to the History of a Topos can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Elaine Woodring:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Eliot's Objective
Correlative: Tradition or Individual Talent? Contributions to the History of a Topos which is keeping the e-



book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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