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Examining literary discourses on female friendship and intimacy in seventeenth-century France, this study
takes as its premise the view that, unlike men, women have been denied for centuries the possibility of same
sex friendship. The author explores the effect of this homosocial and homopriviledged heritage on the
deployment and constructions of female friendship and homoerotic relationships as thematic narratives in
works by male and female writers in seventeenth-century France. The book consists of three parts: the first
surveys the history of male thinkers' denial of female friendship, concluding with a synopsis of the cultural
representations of female same-sex practices. The second analyzes female intimacy and homoerotism as
imagined, appropriated and finally repudiated by Honoré d'Urfé's pastoral novel, L'Astrée, and Isaac de
Benserade's seemingly lesbian-friendly comedy, Iphis et Iante. The third turns to unprecedented depictions
of female intimate and homoerotic bonds in Madeleine de Scudéry's novel Mathilde and Charlotte-Rose de
Caumont de La Force's fairy tale Plus Belle que Fée. This study reveals a female literary genealogy of
intimacies between women in seventeenth-century France, and adds to the research in lesbian and queer
studies, fields in which pre-eighteenth-century French literary texts are rare.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Locke:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Female Intimacies in Seventeenth-
Century French Literature (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) will make you to become
smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open
or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that?
Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Dolores Parker:

The event that you get from Female Intimacies in Seventeenth-Century French Literature (Women and
Gender in the Early Modern World) may be the more deep you looking the information that hide within the
words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but
Female Intimacies in Seventeenth-Century French Literature (Women and Gender in the Early Modern
World) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that
can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having that Female Intimacies in Seventeenth-Century French Literature (Women and Gender in the Early
Modern World) instantly.

Robert Knight:

The book untitled Female Intimacies in Seventeenth-Century French Literature (Women and Gender in the
Early Modern World) is the publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of
the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that author use to explained their ideas
are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information
that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Female Intimacies in
Seventeenth-Century French Literature (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) from the publisher
to make you far more enjoy free time.

Grant Rickard:

Female Intimacies in Seventeenth-Century French Literature (Women and Gender in the Early Modern
World) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every
word into pleasure arrangement in writing Female Intimacies in Seventeenth-Century French Literature



(Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information
can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.
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