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As Americans seem bent on dismantling the safety net of the New Deal era, the most popular version of the
culture wars thesis paints an arguably cosmic battle between defenders of religious orthodoxy who embrace
laissez-faire capitalism and secular elites who have imposed a Marxist welfare state upon an unsuspecting
populace. Walsh shows that this thesis ignores the role of religious leadersin legitimizing the types of
programs embodied in America's approach to the welfare state.

Walsh explores the arguments of William Jennings Bryan, America's foremost fundamentalist who opposed
the Social Darwinism often associated with the defense of laissez-faire capitalism, John Ryan, the Catholic
priest whose writings foreshadowed Roosevelt's New Deal legidation, Reinhold Niebuhr, the influential
mainstream Protestant |eader who defended America's Cold War strategy of containment while opposing
laissez-faire capitalism, and the arguments of influential African American Protestant and Jewish leaders.
Finally he looks at the role of religious leaders in the contemporary debates over issues such as health care
and welfare reform. Whenever possible, the relationship between the official views of the religious leadersis
analyzed in light of the opinions and voting patterns of their constituents. The opinions and voting patterns of
secular Americans are also contrasted to those of religious Americans. Of particular interest to scholars,
students, and general readers concerned with the role of religion in American politics.
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From reader reviews:
Regina Rodgers:

Book iswritten, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by areserve. Book
has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant matter to bring us around the world. Beside that you
can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Religion, Economics, and Public Policy: Ironies,
Tragedies, and Absurdities of the Contemporary Culture Wars will make you to become smarter. Y ou can
feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading a
new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking
for best book or ideal book with you?

Bessie Barrett:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important normally. The book Religion, Economics, and Public Policy: Ironies, Tragedies, and
Absurdities of the Contemporary Culture Wars was making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Religion, Economics, and
Public Policy: Ironies, Tragedies, and Absurdities of the Contemporary Culture Warsis not only giving you
more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your personal spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book Religion, Economics, and Public Policy:
Ironies, Tragedies, and Absurdities of the Contemporary Culture Wars. Y ou never feel lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

John Dussault:

The publication with title Religion, Economics, and Public Policy: Ironies, Tragedies, and Absurdities of the
Contemporary Culture Warsincludes alot of information that you can learn it. You can get alot of profit
after read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world at this point. That isimportant to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the
world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book on
your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Nancy Williams:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Religion, Economics, and Public Policy: Ironies,
Tragedies, and Absurdities of the Contemporary Culture Wars was vibrant and of course has pictures around.
Aswe know that book Religion, Economics, and Public Policy: Ironies, Tragedies, and Absurdities of the
Contemporary Culture Wars has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all
of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best
book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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