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Between 1848 and 1865 white southerners felt the grounds of nationhood shift beneath their feet. The
conflict over slavery that led to the Civil War forced them to confront the difficult problems of nationalism.
What made a nation a nation? Could an individual or a group change nationality at will? What were the
rights and responsibilities of national citizenship? Why should nations exist at all?

As they contemplated these questions, white southerners drew on their long experience as Americans and
their knowledge of nationalism in the wider world. This was true of not just the radical secessionists who
shattered the Union in 1861, but also of the moderate majority who struggled to balance their southern and
American loyalties. As they pondered the changing significance of the Fourth of July, as they fused ideals of
masculinity and femininity with national identity, they revealed the shifting meanings of nationalism and
citizenship. Southerners also looked across the Atlantic, comparing southern separatism with movements in
Hungary and Ireland, and applying the European model of romantic nationalism first to the United States and
later to the Confederacy.

In the turmoil of war, the Confederacy's national government imposed new, stringent obligations of
citizenship, while the shared experience of suffering united many Confederates in a sacred national
community of sacrifice. For Unionists, die-hard Confederates, and the large majority torn between the two,
nationalism became an increasingly pressing problem. In Shifting Grounds Paul Quigley brilliantly
reinterprets southern conceptions of allegiance, identity, and citizenship within the contexts of antebellum
American national identity and the transatlantic "Age of Nationalism," shedding new light on the ideas and
motivations behind America's greatest conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Reynolds:

The book Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and the American South, 1848-1865 make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Shifting
Grounds: Nationalism and the American South, 1848-1865 to get your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know
everything if you like available and read a reserve Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and the American South,
1848-1865. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do
you think about this book?

Kathleen Blackwood:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and the American South, 1848-1865, it is possible to tells your family, friends
and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Irene Gamino:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes. People
is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time coming to
anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading publications. It can be
your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read will be Shifting Grounds:
Nationalism and the American South, 1848-1865.

John Threadgill:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Shifting Grounds: Nationalism
and the American South, 1848-1865 is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It
is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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