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In The Martial Arts Cinema of the Chinese Diaspora, Kin-Yan Szeto critically examines three of the most
internationally famous martial arts film artists to arise out of the Chinese diaspora and travel far from their
homelands to find commercial success in the world at large: Ang Lee, John Woo, and Jackie Chan. Positing
the idea that these filmmakers' success is evidence of a "cosmopolitical awareness" arising from their cross-
cultural ideological engagements and geopolitical displacements, Szeto demonstrates how this unique
perspective allows these three filmmakers to develop and act in the transnational environment of media
production, distribution, and consumption. 

Beginning with a historical retrospective on Chinese martial arts films as a diasporic film genre and the
transnational styles and ideologies of the filmmakers themselves, Szeto uses case studies to explore in depth
how the forces of colonialism, Chinese nationalism, and Western imperialism shaped the identities and work
of Lee, Woo, and Chan. Addressed in the volume is the groundbreaking martial arts swordplay film that
achieves global success-Ang Lee's Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon- and its revelations about Hollywood
representations of Asians, as well as concepts of male and female masculinity in the swordplay film
tradition. Also investigated is the invigoration of contemporary gangster, thriller, and war films by John
Woo, whose combination of artistic and historical contexts has contributed to his global success. 

Szeto then dissects Chan's mimetic representation of masculinity in his films, and the influences of his
Chinese theater and martial arts training on his work. Szeto outlines the similarities and differences between
the three artists' films, especially their treatments of gender, sexuality, and power. She concludes by
analyzing their films as metaphors for their working conditions in the Chinese diaspora and Hollywood, and
demonstrating how through their works, Lee, Woo, and Chan communicate not only with the rest of the
world but also with each other. 

Far from a book simply about three filmmakers, The Martial Arts Cinema of the Chinese Diaspora
investigates the transnational nature of films, the geopolitics of culture and race, and the depths of
masculinity and power in movies. Szeto's interdisciplinary approach calls for nothing less than a paradigm
shift in the study of Chinese diasporic filmmakers and the embodiment of cosmopolitical perspectives in the
martial arts genre.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Overbay:

Typically the book The Martial Arts Cinema of the Chinese Diaspora: Ang Lee, John Woo, and Jackie Chan
in Hollywood will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea
is very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The
Martial Arts Cinema of the Chinese Diaspora: Ang Lee, John Woo, and Jackie Chan in Hollywood is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

Charles Stephens:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That The Martial Arts Cinema of the Chinese Diaspora: Ang
Lee, John Woo, and Jackie Chan in Hollywood can give you a lot of good friends because by you
considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We
need to have The Martial Arts Cinema of the Chinese Diaspora: Ang Lee, John Woo, and Jackie Chan in
Hollywood.

Aracely Schneider:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and The Martial Arts Cinema of the Chinese
Diaspora: Ang Lee, John Woo, and Jackie Chan in Hollywood or perhaps others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science
book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to include
their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Martial Arts Cinema of
the Chinese Diaspora: Ang Lee, John Woo, and Jackie Chan in Hollywood to make your spare time much
more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Anne Shibata:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of
book The Martial Arts Cinema of the Chinese Diaspora: Ang Lee, John Woo, and Jackie Chan in
Hollywood. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly
add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about
reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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