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The history of slavery in early America is a history of suicide. On ships crossing the Atlantic, enslaved men
and women refused to eat or leaped into the ocean. They strangled or hanged themselves. They tore open
their own throats. In America, they jumped into rivers or out of windows, or even ran into burning buildings.
Faced with the reality of enslavement, countless Africans chose death instead.

In The Power to Die, Terri L. Snyder excavates the history of slave suicide, returning it to its central place in
early American history. How did people—traders, plantation owners, and, most importantly, enslaved men
and women themselves—view and understand these deaths, and how did they affect understandings of the
institution of slavery then and now? Snyder draws on ships’ logs, surgeons' journals, judicial and legislative
records, newspaper accounts, abolitionist propaganda and slave narratives, and many other sources to build a
grim picture of slavery’s toll and detail the ways in which suicide exposed the contradictions of slavery,
serving as a powerful indictment that resonated throughout the Anglo-Atlantic world and continues to speak
to historians today.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Sanchez:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible The Power to Die:
Slavery and Suicide in British North America? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have other opinion?

Alexander Snider:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book The Power to Die: Slavery and Suicide in
British North America will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

George Pinard:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic within the park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may
be the book untitled The Power to Die: Slavery and Suicide in British North America can be good book to
read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

James Edgar:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
With the book The Power to Die: Slavery and Suicide in British North America we can take more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the
best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book The Power to
Die: Slavery and Suicide in British North America. You can more desirable than now.
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