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From Kevin Brownlow, cinema historian and discoverer of lost films, here is the first full-scale exploration
of a vital and now almost forgotten chapter of American moviemaking: the response of early producers of
the decades before World War I.
 
All the issues that torment America today were rampant in the silent-film era: crime, poverty, alcohol, drugs,
racial and ethnic prejudice, epidemics, and the controversies over birth control, abortion, and the death
penalty. And there were others that persist today but were then even more explosive: sexual mores,
government and police corruption, prison conditions, immigration, and strife between capital and labor.
Although many early moviemakers ignored harsh realities, choosing to depict a society shielded by a “mask
of innocence,” others went behind that façade, fighting the ever-present censors and producing films that
made even the most sheltered moviegoer aware of deep rents in the country’s social fabric. Some films were
exploitative, some serious, but together they add up to a revelation of the dark side of American life—a
revelation startling to us today because it was later, in the era of the Hays Office, so thoroughly ignored,
indeed denied, by Hollywood.
 
Broken Blossoms, The Crowd, Humoresque, Regeneration: these films that have survived and become
classics are, in these pages, studied in their historical context. And although a tragic number of other films
have vanished, nearly all are reclaimed from oblivion by Mr. Brownlow’s brilliant feat of restoration and
descriptive “reconstruction.” Here, never again to be forgotten, are The Fall of the Romanoffs, The Racket,
Those Who Dance, and dozens of others.
 
With this remarkable book, Kevin Brownlow completes the panoramic trilogy that began with The Parade’s
Gone By… and continued with The War, the West, and the Wilderness. Like its predecessors, Behind the
Mask of Innocence is an essential work of silent-film history, certain to become a standard reference; but it is
more—at once a surprising portrait of a time not unlike our own and a powerful demonstration of the way in
which a popular art form can reveal a society to itself. 
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From reader reviews:

Jaime Worm:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Behind The Mask Of Innocence book is readable simply by you who hate
those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of Behind The Mask
Of Innocence content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Behind
The Mask Of Innocence is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Matthew Blackburn:

Beside that Behind The Mask Of Innocence in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Behind
The Mask Of Innocence because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have
book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand.
The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

Kelly Cohn:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet.
Every year had been exactly added. This guide Behind The Mask Of Innocence was filled in relation to
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Harry Dwyer:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Behind The Mask Of Innocence we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Behind The Mask Of
Innocence. You can more desirable than now.
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