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When the past is painful, as riddled with violence and injustice as it is in postapartheid South Africa,
remembrance presents a problem at once practical and ethical: how much of the past to preserve and
recollect and how much to erase and forget if the new nation is to ever unify and move forward? The new
South Africa’s confrontation of this dilemma is Martin J. Murray’s subject in Commemorating and
Forgetting. More broadly, this book explores how collective memory works—how framing events, persons,
and places worthy of recognition and honor entails a selective appropriation of the past, not a mastery of
history.

How is the historical past made to appear in the present? In addressing these questions, Murray reveals how
collective memory is stored and disseminated in architecture, statuary, monuments and memorials, literature,
and art—“landscapes of remembrance” that selectively recall and even fabricate history in the service of
nation-building. He examines such vehicles of memory in postapartheid South Africa and parses the stories
they tell—stories by turn sanitized, distorted, embellished, and compressed. In this analysis, Commemorating
and Forgetting marks a critical move toward recognizing how the legacies and impositions of white minority
rule, far from being truly past, remain embedded in, intertwined with, and imprinted on the new nation’s here
and now.
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From reader reviews:

Charline Fendley:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Commemorating and Forgetting: Challenges for
the New South Africa will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book
with you?

Stan Smith:

This book untitled Commemorating and Forgetting: Challenges for the New South Africa to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way
of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Nancy Herman:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent all day every day to reading a publication. The book Commemorating and Forgetting: Challenges for
the New South Africa it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy
the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly
but this book has high quality.

Earl Casey:

Commemorating and Forgetting: Challenges for the New South Africa can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Commemorating
and Forgetting: Challenges for the New South Africa however doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great
information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.
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