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Contentious Lives examines the ways popular protests are experienced and remembered, individually and
collectively, by those who participate in them. Javier Auyero focuses on the roles of two young women,
Nana and Laura, in uprisings in Argentina (the two-day protest in the northwestern city of Santiago del
Estero in 1993 and the six-day road blockade in the southern oil towns of Cutral-co and Plaza Huincul in
1996) and the roles of the protests in their lives. Laura was the spokesperson of the picketers in Cutral-co and
Plaza Huincul; Nana was an activist in the 1993 protests. In addition to exploring the effects of these
episodes on their lives, Auyero considers how each woman's experiences shaped what she said and did
during the uprisings, and later, the ways she recalled the events. While the protests were responses to the
consequences of political corruption and structural adjustment policies, they were also, as Nana’s and
Laura’s stories reveal, quests for recognition, respect, and dignity.

Auyero reconstructs Nana’s and Laura’s biographies through oral histories and diaries. Drawing on
interviews with many other protesters, newspaper articles, judicial records, government reports, and video
footage, he provides sociological and historical context for their stories. The women’s accounts reveal the
frustrations of lives overwhelmed by gender domination, the deprivations brought about by hyper-
unemployment and the withering of the welfare component of the state, and the achievements and costs of
collective action. Balancing attention to large-scale political and economic processes with acknowledgment
of the plurality of meanings emanating from personal experiences, Contentious Lives is an insightful,
penetrating, and timely contribution to discussions of popular resistance and the combined effects of
globalization, neoliberal economic policies, and political corruption in Argentina and elsewhere.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Watson:

The book Contentious Lives: Two Argentine Women, Two Protests, and the Quest for Recognition (Latin
America Otherwise) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more
increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject.
If you can make looking at a book Contentious Lives: Two Argentine Women, Two Protests, and the Quest
for Recognition (Latin America Otherwise) to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add
your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like wide open and read a publication Contentious Lives: Two Argentine Women, Two
Protests, and the Quest for Recognition (Latin America Otherwise). Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Jennifer Howard:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for all of us. The book Contentious Lives: Two Argentine Women, Two Protests, and
the Quest for Recognition (Latin America Otherwise) ended up being making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book
Contentious Lives: Two Argentine Women, Two Protests, and the Quest for Recognition (Latin America
Otherwise) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you really feel
bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the
book Contentious Lives: Two Argentine Women, Two Protests, and the Quest for Recognition (Latin
America Otherwise). You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Robert Denney:

The book with title Contentious Lives: Two Argentine Women, Two Protests, and the Quest for Recognition
(Latin America Otherwise) has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after
read this book. That book exist new information the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the
world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-
book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Piedad Trainor:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One
of the books in the top record in your reading list is usually Contentious Lives: Two Argentine Women, Two
Protests, and the Quest for Recognition (Latin America Otherwise). This book and that is qualified as The



Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review
this reserve you can get many advantages.
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