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A bold and provocative study that presents language not as an innate component of the brain—as most
linguists do—but as an essential tool unique to each culture worldwide.
 
For years, the prevailing opinion among academics has been that language is embedded in our genes,
existing as an innate and instinctual part of us. But linguist Daniel Everett argues that, like other tools,
language was invented by humans and can be reinvented or lost. He shows how the evolution of different
language forms—that is, different grammar—reflects how language is influenced by human societies and
experiences, and how it expresses their great variety.
 
For example, the Amazonian Pirahã put words together in ways that violate our long-held under-standing of
how language works, and Pirahã grammar expresses complex ideas very differently than English grammar
does. Drawing on the Wari’ language of Brazil, Everett explains that speakers of all languages, in
constructing their stories, omit things that all members of the culture understand. In addition, Everett
discusses how some cultures can get by without words for numbers or counting, without verbs for “to say” or
“to give,” illustrating how the very nature of what’s important in a language is culturally determined.
 
Combining anthropology, primatology, computer science, philosophy, linguistics, psychology, and his own
pioneering—and adventurous—research with the Amazonian Pirahã, and using insights from many different
languages and cultures, Everett gives us an unprecedented elucidation of this society-defined nature of
language. In doing so, he also gives us a new understanding of how we think and who we are.
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From reader reviews:

David Ochoa:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Language: The Cultural Tool. You can choose the best
book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any book Language: The
Cultural Tool. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can
open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Amelia Gallup:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Language:
The Cultural Tool suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this era. The
particular book untitled Language: The Cultural Toolis the main of several books that will everyone read
now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will
enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a
wide range of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this
particular book.

Keith Devine:

The actual book Language: The Cultural Tool will bring someone to the new experience of reading any
book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book
very suited to you. The book Language: The Cultural Tool is much recommended to you to read. You can
also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Jacki Warner:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This publication Language: The Cultural Tool was filled concerning science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has various
feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel
enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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