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Beginning in the second half of the fifteenth century, under the patronage of the Gonzaga family, the
northern Italian city of Mantua became a vibrant center for visual art, theatre, and music. The performance at
the Gonzaga court of Poliziano's Fabula di Orfeo, around 1480, marked the beginning of secular music
theatre. The use of musical numbers within the drama anticipated the beginnings of opera at Florence a
century later, as well as the first masterpiece of the genre, Monteverdi's La favola d'Orfeo at Mantua in 1607.
Mantua reached the zenith of its artistic distinction during the reign of Duke Vincenzo I, between 1587 and
1612. During this time, Wert and Gastoldi were joined at the court by the important Jewish composer
Salamone Rossi and, most notably, by Monteverdi. The premieres of his Orfeo and Arisanna made the
Gonzaga court, for that brief period, the most important center in the development of opera.

In Music at the Gonzaga Court in Mantua, Donald C. Sanders discusses musical composition at the court in
the context of the brilliant visual art that provided such a conducive environment. Sanders also traces the
history of this very colorful family and their relationships with the emperors, kings, and popes who shaped
modern Europe. Part history, part musicology, Sanders' analysis spans the fifteenth century through the
seventeenth century, filling informative gaps with details essential for students in courses on Renaissance or
Baroque music, or in more specialized courses on madrigal, opera, or liturgical music. Music at the Gonzaga
Court in Mantua is also important reading for knowledgeable musical amateurs and anyone with interest in
Italian history and arts.
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From reader reviews:

David Russell:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Music at the Gonzaga Court in Mantua will make
you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But
some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Fernande Hairston:

The event that you get from Music at the Gonzaga Court in Mantua is the more deep you digging the
information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to understand but Music at the Gonzaga Court in Mantua giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the
idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We advise you for having this Music at the Gonzaga Court in Mantua instantly.

Dolores Mann:

The guide untitled Music at the Gonzaga Court in Mantua is the reserve that recommended to you to study.
You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of
study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also
could get the e-book of Music at the Gonzaga Court in Mantua from the publisher to make you far more
enjoy free time.

William Wood:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and Music at the Gonzaga Court in Mantua or others sources
were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read
more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are
helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book likes Music
at the Gonzaga Court in Mantua to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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