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In 680 C.E., a small band of the Prophet Muhammads family and their followers, led by his grandson,
Husain, rose up in a rebellion against the ruling caliph, Yazid. The family and its supporters, hopelessly
outnumbered, were massacred at Karbala, in modern-day Iraq. The story of Karbala is the cornerstone of
institutionalized devotion and mourning for millions of Shii Muslims. Apart from its appeal to the Shii
community, invocations of Karbala have also come to govern mystical and reformist discourses in the larger
Muslim world. Indeed, Karbala even serves as the archetypal resistance and devotional symbol for many
non-Muslims. Until now, though, little scholarly attention has been given to the widespread and varied
employment of the Karbala event.

In Reliving Karbala, Syed Akbar Hyder examines the myriad ways that the Karbala symbol has provided
inspiration in South Asia, home to the worlds largest Muslim population. Rather than a unified reading of
Islam, Hyder reveals multiple, sometimes conflicting, understandings of the meaning of Islamic religious
symbols like Karbala. He ventures beyond traditional, scriptural interpretations to discuss the ways in which
millions of very human adherents express and practice their beliefs. By using a panoramic array of sources,
including musical performances, interviews, nationalist drama, and other literary forms, Hyder traces the
evolution of this story from its earliest historical origins to the beginning of the twenty-first century.

Today, Karbala serves as a celebration of martyrdom, a source of personal and communal identity, and even
a tool for political protest and struggle. Hyder explores how issues related to gender, genre, popular culture,
class, and migrancy bear on the cultivation of religious symbols. He assesses the manner in which religious
language and identities are negotiated across contexts and continents.

At a time when words like martyrdom, jihad, and Shiism are being used and misused for political reasons,
this book provides much-needed scholarly redress. Through his multifaceted examination of this seminal
event in Islamic history, Hyder offers an original, complex, and nuanced view of religious symbols.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Barker:

The publication with title Reliving Karbala: Martyrdom in South Asian Memory contains a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist
new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That
is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new
era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Harry Anderson:

Precisely why? Because this Reliving Karbala: Martyrdom in South Asian Memory is an unordinary book
that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret
that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally.
So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book
will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Jon Pittenger:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Reliving Karbala: Martyrdom in South
Asian Memory publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Reliving Karbala:
Martyrdom in South Asian Memory as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one
guide that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Yolanda Powers:

This Reliving Karbala: Martyrdom in South Asian Memory is great publication for you because the content
that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
This book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it.
So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with
straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Reliving
Karbala: Martyrdom in South Asian Memory in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this guide



already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt
this?
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