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In this groundbreaking study, Julian Carter demonstrates that between 1880 and 1940, cultural discourses of
whiteness and heterosexuality fused to form a new concept of the “normal” American. Gilded Age elites
defined white civilization as the triumphant achievement of exceptional people hewing to a relational ethic of
strict self-discipline for the common good. During the early twentieth century, that racial and relational ideal
was reconceived in more inclusive terms as “normality,” something toward which everyone should strive.
The appearance of inclusiveness helped make “normality” appear consistent with the self-image of a racially
diverse republic; nonetheless, “normality” was gauged largely in terms of adherence to erotic and emotional
conventions that gained cultural significance through their association with arguments for the legitimacy of
white political and social dominance. At the same time, the affectionate, reproductive heterosexuality of
“normal” married couples became increasingly central to legitimate membership in the nation.

Carter builds her intricate argument from detailed readings of an array of popular texts, focusing on how sex
education for children and marital advice for adults provided significant venues for the dissemination of the
new ideal of normality. She concludes that because its overt concerns were love, marriage, and babies,
normality discourse facilitated white evasiveness about racial inequality. The ostensible focus of “normality”
on matters of sexuality provided a superficially race-neutral conceptual structure that whites could and did
use to evade engagement with the unequal relations of power that continue to shape American life today.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Williams:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Heart of Whiteness: Normal Sexuality and Race in America,
1880-1940. Try to stumble through book The Heart of Whiteness: Normal Sexuality and Race in America,
1880-1940 as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you experience alone and beside
that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you
more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Sophia Morrison:

The feeling that you get from The Heart of Whiteness: Normal Sexuality and Race in America, 1880-1940
will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Heart of Whiteness: Normal Sexuality
and Race in America, 1880-1940 giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is
well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes
it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this kind of The Heart of Whiteness: Normal Sexuality and Race in America, 1880-1940 instantly.

Ian Hall:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read
you can spent all day long to reading a reserve. The book The Heart of Whiteness: Normal Sexuality and
Race in America, 1880-1940 it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended
this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you
can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book offers high quality.

Haley Thacker:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include
may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic
as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Heart of Whiteness: Normal Sexuality and



Race in America, 1880-1940 why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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