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From the great events of the day to the patient workings of a spider, few poets responded to the life around
them as powerfully as Walt Whitman. Now, in this brief but bountiful volume, David S. Reynolds offers a
wealth of insight into the life and work of Whitman, examining the author through the lens of nineteenth-
century America.
Reynolds shows how Whitman responded to contemporary theater, music, painting, photography, science,
religion, and sex. But perhaps nothing influenced Whitman more than the political events of his lifetime, as
the struggle over slavery threatened to rip apart the national fabric. America, he believed, desperately needed
a poet to hold together a society that was on the verge of unraveling. He created his powerful, all-absorbing
poetic "I" to heal a fragmented nation that, he hoped, would find in his poetry new possibilities for
inspiration and togetherness. Reynolds also examines the influence of theater, describing how Whitman's
favorite actor, the tragedian Junius Brutus Booth--"one of the grandest revelations of my life"--developed a
powerfully emotive stage style that influenced Leaves of Grass, which took passionate poetic expression to
new heights. Readers will also discover how from the new medium of photography Whitman learned
democratic realism and offered in his poetry "photographs" of common people engaged in everyday
activities. Reynolds concludes with an appraisal of Whitman's impact on American letters, an influence that
remains strong today.
Solidly grounded in historical and biographical facts, and exceptionally wide-ranging in the themes it treats,
Walt Whitman packs a dazzling amount of insight into a compact volume.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Mazzarella:

Here thing why this kind of Walt Whitman (Lives and Legacies Series) are different and trusted to be yours.
First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is
as yummy as food or not. Walt Whitman (Lives and Legacies Series) giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Walt Whitman (Lives
and Legacies Series). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing
that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
area, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted
book maybe the form of Walt Whitman (Lives and Legacies Series) in e-book can be your option.

Alberta Jones:

The reason? Because this Walt Whitman (Lives and Legacies Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of
the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the content on the inside
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Kirsten Ferguson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Walt Whitman (Lives and
Legacies Series) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man
but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as
your good habit, you may pick Walt Whitman (Lives and Legacies Series) become your own starter.

Nancy Royals:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Walt Whitman (Lives and
Legacies Series) is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon.
If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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