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This fascinating cultural and medical history of leprosy enriches our understanding of a still-feared biblical
disease.

It is a condition shrouded for centuries in mystery, legend, and religious fanaticism. Societies the world over
have vilified its sufferers: by the sheer accident of mycobacterial infection, they have been condemned to
exile and imprisonment—illness itself considered evidence of moral taint.

Over the last 200 years, the story of leprosy has witnessed dramatic reversals in terms of both scientific
theory and public opinion. In A DISEASE APART, Tony Gould traces the history of this compelling period
through the lives of individual men and women: intrepid doctors, researchers, and missionaries, and a vast
spectrum of patients.

We meet such pioneers of treatment as the Norwegian microbe hunter, Armauer Hansen. Though Hansen
discovered the leprosy bacillus in l873, the 'heredity vs. contagion' debate raged on for decades. Meanwhile,
across the world, Belgian Catholic missionary Father Damien became an international celebrity tending to
his stricken flock at the Hawaiian settlement of Molokai. He contracted the disease himself. To the British,
leprosy posed an "imperial danger" to their sprawling colonial system. In the l920s Sir Leonard Rogers of the
Indian Medical Service found that the ancient Hindu treatment of chaulmoogra oil could be used in an
injectable form.

The Cajun bayou saw the inspiring rise of leprosy's most zealous campaigner of all: a patient. At Carville,
Louisiana, a Jewish Texan pharmacist named Stanley Stein was transformed by leprosy into an eloquent
editor and writer. He ultimately became a thorn in the side of the U.S. Public Heath Department and a close
friend of Tallulah Bankhead.

The personalities met on this journey are remarkable and their stories unfold against the backgrounds of
Norway, Hawaii, the Philippines, Japan, South Africa, Canada, Nigeria, Nepal and Louisiana. Although
since the l950s drugs treatments have been able to cure cases caught early—and arrest advanced
cases—leprosy remains a subject mired in ignorance.

In this superb and enlightened book, Tony Gould throws light into the shadows.
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From reader reviews:

Shari Yung:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around
the world. Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve A Disease Apart:
Leprosy in the Modern World will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited
book with you?

Ashley Parra:

Here thing why this specific A Disease Apart: Leprosy in the Modern World are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as delicious as food or not. A Disease Apart: Leprosy in the Modern World giving you information
deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with A
Disease Apart: Leprosy in the Modern World. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you.
It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case
you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of A Disease Apart: Leprosy in the
Modern World in e-book can be your alternative.

Santos Ball:

The book A Disease Apart: Leprosy in the Modern World will bring someone to the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see,
this book very ideal to you. The book A Disease Apart: Leprosy in the Modern World is much recommended
to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the
book.

Sonia Cote:

Why? Because this A Disease Apart: Leprosy in the Modern World is an unordinary book that the inside of
the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot
of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve
store hurriedly.
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