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John David Rhodes places the city of Rome at the center of this original and in-depth examination of the
work of Italian director Pier Paolo Pasolini—but it’s not the classical Rome you imagine. Stupendous,
Miserable City situates Pasolini within the history of twentieth-century Roman urban development. The book
focuses first on the Fascist period, when populations were moved out of the urban center and into public
housing on the periphery of the city, called the borgate, and then turns to the progressive social housing
experiments of the 1950s. These environments were the settings of most of Pasolini’s films of the early to
mid-1960s.

 

Discussing films such as Accattone, Mamma Roma, and The Hawks and the Sparrows, Rhodes shows how
Pasolini used the borgate to critique Roman urban planning and neorealism and to draw attention to the
contemptuous treatment of Rome’s poor. To Pasolini, the borgate, rich in human incident, linguistic
difference, and squalor, “were life”—and now his passion can be appreciated fully for the first time.

 

Carefully tracing Pasolini’s surprising engagement with this part of Rome and looking beyond his films to
explore the interrelatedness of all of Pasolini’s artistic output in the 1950s and 1960s—including his poetry,
fiction, and journalism—Rhodes opens up completely new ways of understanding Pasolini’s work and
proves how connected Pasolini was to the political and social upheavals in Italy at the time.

 

John David Rhodes is lecturer in literature and visual culture at the University of Sussex.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Johnson:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Stupendous,
Miserable City: Pasolini's Rome suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era.
Often the book untitled Stupendous, Miserable City: Pasolini's Romeis the main of several books in which
everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book
you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in
the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give
you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this
book.

Jane Moore:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Stupendous, Miserable City: Pasolini's
Rome that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all
over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all
of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good
habit, you can pick Stupendous, Miserable City: Pasolini's Rome become your current starter.

Brittany Schafer:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Stupendous, Miserable City:
Pasolini's Rome book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Stupendous, Miserable City:
Pasolini's Rome as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break
don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come
on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Gary Roth:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The Stupendous,
Miserable City: Pasolini's Rome offer you a new experience in reading through a book.
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