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Drawing on original research from medical texts, psychiatric case histories, pioneering statistical surveys,
first-person accounts, legal cases, sensationalist journalism, and legislative debates, Jennifer Terry has
written a nuanced and textured history of how the century-old obsession with homosexuality is deeply tied to
changing American anxieties about social and sexual order in the modern age.

Terry's overarching argument is compelling: that homosexuality served as a marker of the "abnormal"
against which malleable, tenuous, and often contradictory concepts of the "normal" were defined. One of the
few histories to take into consideration homosexuality in both women and men, Terry's work also stands out
in its refusal to erase the agency of people classified as abnormal. She documents the myriad ways that gays,
lesbians, and other sexual minorities have coauthored, resisted, and transformed the most powerful and
authoritative modern truths about sex. Proposing this history as a "useable past," An American Obsession is
an indispensable contribution to the study of American cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Aaron Mullen:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this An American Obsession: Science, Medicine,
and Homosexuality in Modern Society book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course
the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Melanie Finnegan:

The knowledge that you get from An American Obsession: Science, Medicine, and Homosexuality in
Modern Society is the more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get
considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but An American Obsession:
Science, Medicine, and Homosexuality in Modern Society giving you joy feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this An American Obsession: Science, Medicine, and Homosexuality
in Modern Society instantly.

Sara Kelly:

Often the book An American Obsession: Science, Medicine, and Homosexuality in Modern Society will
bring someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book An American
Obsession: Science, Medicine, and Homosexuality in Modern Society is much recommended to you to learn.
You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Dorothy Cropper:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
Through the book An American Obsession: Science, Medicine, and Homosexuality in Modern Society we
can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read
a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life
by this book An American Obsession: Science, Medicine, and Homosexuality in Modern Society. You can
more appealing than now.
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