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While the end of the nineteenth century is often associated with the rise of objectivity and its ideal of a
restrained observer, scientific experiments continued to create emotional, even theatrical, relationships
between scientist and his subject. On Flinching focuses on moments in which scientific observers flinched
from sudden noises, winced at the sight of an animal's pain or cringed when he was caught looking, as ways
to consider a distinctive motif of
passionate and gestured looking in the laboratory and beyond. It was not their laboratory machines who these
scientific observers most closely resembled, but the self-consciously emotional theatrical audiences of the
period. Tiffany Watt-Smith offers close readings of four experiments performed by the
naturalist Charles Darwin, the physiologist David Ferrier, the neurologist Henry Head, and the psychologist
Arthur Hurst. Bringing together flinching scientific observers with actors and spectators in the late nineteenth
and early twentieth century theatre, it places the history of scientific looking in its wider cultural context,
arguing that even at the dawn of objectivity the techniques and problems of the stage continued to haunt
scientific life. In turn, it suggests that by exploring the
ways recoiling, shrinking and wincing becoming paradigmatic spectatorial gestures in this period, we can
understand the ways Victorians thought about looking as itself an emotional and gestured performance.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Bourquin:

The book On Flinching: Theatricality and Scientific Looking from Darwin to Shell Shock make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book On
Flinching: Theatricality and Scientific Looking from Darwin to Shell Shock being your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like start and read a reserve On Flinching: Theatricality and Scientific Looking from
Darwin to Shell Shock. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Martin Song:

The book On Flinching: Theatricality and Scientific Looking from Darwin to Shell Shock can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a
book On Flinching: Theatricality and Scientific Looking from Darwin to Shell Shock? A number of you
have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that,
you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book On Flinching: Theatricality and
Scientific Looking from Darwin to Shell Shock has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Dorothy Payne:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title On Flinching:
Theatricality and Scientific Looking from Darwin to Shell Shock suitable to you? The actual book was
written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled On Flinching: Theatricality and Scientific
Looking from Darwin to Shell Shockis the one of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book
was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you
ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily
to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now.
So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Thomas White:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge about



something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this On Flinching:
Theatricality and Scientific Looking from Darwin to Shell Shock.
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